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＋— 2 HEGE Refleftions being 
1M made inthe Country, where | 
% Book that occaſion d 
them came but late to Hand, the 
Reader is defir'd to excuſe their 
Unſeaſonableneſs as well as other 
Faults; and to believe, that they 
have no other Defign than to Cor- 
rect ſome Abuſes, which are not the 
leſs becauſe Power and Preſcription 
ſeem to authorize them. If any is 
:M needlefly curious as to inquire from 
what 


ADPVERTISEM ENT. 
aubat Hand they come, they may 
| pleaſe to know, that it is not good 
Manners to ask, fince the Tithe . 
Page does not tell them: We are all 
of us ſufficiently Vain, and without 
doubt, the celebrated Name of Au- 
thor, «which moſt are ſo fond of, bad 
not been avoided but for very good 
Reaſons: To name but one; Who 
will care to pull upon themſelves 
an Hornet's Neſt ? Tis a very great 
Fault, to regard rather Who it is 
that ſpeaks, than What is ſpoken y 
and either to ſubmit to Authority, 
ewhen we ſhould only yield to Rea- 
ſon; or if eaſon preſs too hard, to 
think to award it off by Perſonal Ob- 
Jections and Reflections. Bold Truths 
may paſs while the Speaker is In- 
cognito, but are ſeldom endur'd 
when be is known ; few Minds be- 
on 


Ab v ERTISEMENT, | 
Ing ſtrong enough to bear what con- 
tradicts their Principles and Prac- 
tices, without . recriminating when 
they can. And though to tell the 
Truth be the moſt Friendly Office, 
yet whoſoever is ſo hardy as to on. 
_ ture at it, ſhall be counted an Enemy 
for ſo doing. | | 


The e in the laſt Edition 
being extended to an uncommon 


Length, is now printed at the lat» 
ter dan enen 


ER RAT A 
Page 12. line 15. read your; p. 14. I. 5. r. ſufficient; p. 21, 


I. 10. dele in that; p. 97. l. 10. after op 1 
. 130. l. 6. r. Adulterer; — l. 23. r. led; p. 13 1, 
2, fo r than read as; p. 7” h 14. for was r. » bs 


Books Sold by v. Paneer: 


Ax geen Sharg's 8 Vol. 0 
Moor's Sermons. 2 WA 
A 2 ion of above three dnl Receipts 92 0 8 
Cookery, Phyſick, and Surgery, for the Uſe of 
ives, tender Mothers, and careful Nurſes. 
ſeveral Hands. The Fourth Edition: To which 
is added, a ſecond Part, ſcontaining a great Number - 


of excellent Receipts, for Preſerving | and Conſerving 
of Sweet-Meats, &c. 


| © A Differtation of che Extreme Folly and Danger 
of . Infid W by a late virulent Book, 
intitled, A Diſcourſe on the Grounds and Reaſons 
of the Chriſtian Religion. By Thomas Curteis, 
* of Wrotham in Kent. Second Edition. 
F. 25. | 
An Inqui whether a Practice of Virtue 
tends to the Wealth or Poverty, Benefit or- Adyan- 
tage of a People? In which the Pleas offered by the 
Author of the Fable of the Bees, or, Private Vices, 
Publick Benefits, for the Uſetulneſs of Vice and 
Roguery, are conſidered ; with ſome Thoughts | 
conc « Toleration of Publick Stews. By the 
late Mr. Bluett. Pr. 2s. 6 d. 
The Hiſtory of the Life and 8 of the Re · 
verend and Learned Fohn Wi TY D. Warden 
. Canterbury Hall, and Publick Profeſſor of Divi- 
in Oxford, — gy ne 7 een 


cefterſhire, in the R Edward III. and 
Richard the II.; er er ith a Collin of Papers 
relating to the ſai ry, never before. Printed. | 
By John Lewis, M. A. A, Mie of Margate in Kent. 
The Church Catechiſm * for the Uſe of 
_ the Dioceſe ot St. Aſaph. DEI. t Reverend 
Father in God Vill. 1 e, D. D. late Biſhop 
of St. Aſaph. Sixth Edition 
* Faith and Practice of the Church of Englend- 
The Ninth Edition. Price 4 d. 
mn Princi les of the Cyprianic Age, with Regard to 
Epiſcopal Power and Juriſdiction, aſſerted and re- 
commended from the genuine Writings of St. Cy» 
g7iez himſelf, and his . 
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MARRIAGE 


| DUKIOSITY, be is 
| I ſometimes an Occaſion of 
C Good, but more frequent- 
N ly of Miſchief, by diſturb- 
s ing our own or our Neigh- 
inks 3 having induc'd me to read 
the Account of an unhappy Marriage, 
I thought an Afternoon would not be 
quite thrown away in. purſuing ſuch 
Keflections as it occaſion d. I am far 
from deſigning a Satire upon Marriage, 
as ſome pretend, either unkindly. or 
; . 1gn0- 


2 


| have taken his Meaſures ſo 


* 


RIS 


(gent, throvgh + want of 1 
in that Senſe fac and Tſe me ns. 3 
ont 89 Live ES. har Cardia — 
nal Mazarine, whoſe Dignity, Power 
and Riches, render d him ſo conſidera- 
ble in the Eyes of all Europe ; ; and who, 
like moſt great Miniſters, aim'd at no- 
thing ſo much as the aggrandizing him- 
ſelf and his Family, and who wanted 
no Opportunities of doin ing it, ſhould 
juffiy as not 
to be diſappointed: At leaſt, that a Fa- 
brick rais d with ſo much Art and Coſt, 


founded in the Oppreſſion, and cement 


ed with the Blood of the People, ſhould 
not ſo quickly have tumbled into the 
Duſt after him. Burt ſoit is, Providence, 


whether we think of it or no, over- 
rules our Actions and baffles our beſt» 


ccheetel Pg 80 HI Wis Ae 


wilfully ſhut our Eyes, we cannot but 
diſcern, that when Men in Power and 


Honour leave Gop out of their Schemes, 


they have no Underſtanding, though their 
natural Genius be ever ſo bright, but 


"LY are 


| ion Mazzi A GE; 
are juſtly compared to the Beaſts thut pe- 
| _ The {gnorans and Fooliſh ſacred 
quite as well as the; Yorldly-23/e, who 
carry nothing away with them when they 
die, neither will their Riches and Glory 
deſcend as they intended. It is only by 
generous and worthy Actions that we 
are reſcued from Oblivion, or from what 
is worſe; being remembred with Con- 
tempt. and Execrations : So little Reaſon 
is there to enyy any Man's Wealth and 
Greatneſs, but much to emulate their | 
Wiſdom and Vertue: whoſe Views extend 
to a more ra Aden f 


Tie 5 ae to 3 Minds 
when they hear of any, Perſon, eminent 
in Wit and Beauty, adorn'd with Polite- 
neſs. and Addreſs, to wiſh theſe may be 
accompanied and: ſupported by what is 
more valuableand laſting, ſolid Senſe and 
real Vertue. One grieyes at any Imputa- 
tion on ſuch an engaging Character, 


lite Perſon fortunate, one labours for 
the Conſolation of finding them diſcreet ; ; 
FA and 


and if one cannot always find the favou- 


be 


REFLECTIONS 

and even where their Conduct is not 
wholly blameleſs, Compaſſion and Good- 
nature will take Place of Cenſure in a 
Noble, as well as in a Chriſtian Heart. 

We find out ſomething to excuſe, ſome- 
thing to regret, lamenting that ſuch a 
Treaſure - ſhould fall into unworthy 
Hands, inſenſible of its value, unskilful 
to preſerve and improve it: We ſigh, 


we grieve, that any Perſon capable of 


being an Ornament to a Family, and Blef- 


fing to the Age, ſhould only ſerve as an 


unhappy Shipwreck to point out the 
Misfortune of an ill Education and un- 


ſuitable Marriage, and the inexpreſſible 


Danger of ſeeking Conſolation and Relief, 


in any thing but Innocence and Vertue. 


/ 'Txy only who have felt it, know the 


Miſery of being fore'd to marry where 


they do not loye ; of being yok'd for 


Life to a dilgrecebte Perſon and impe- 


rious Temper, where Ignorance and Fol- 
ly (the Ingredients of a Coxcomb, who 
is the moſt unſufferable Fool) tyrannizes 
oyer Wit and Senſe: To be perpetual- 


ly 


upon' MAR R TA E. 
ly contradicted for Contradiction-ſake, 


and bore down by Authority, not by 


Argument; to be denied one's moſt in- 
nocent Deſires, for no other Reaſon but 
the abſolute Will and Pleaſure of a Lord 
and Maſter, whoſe Follies a Wife, with 
all her Prudence, cannot hide, and whoſe 
Commands ſhe cannot but deſpiſe at the 
* * ime chat ſhe nn acid hor 
re 

oe GR on 1 the 4 Hand, the 

has married the Man ſhe loves, heap' d 


| upon him the higheſt Obligations, by 


putting into his Power the Fortune he 
coveted, the Beauty he profeſs'd to adore; 3 
how. ſoon are the Tables turn d. It i is 


her Part now to court and fawn; his 


real or pretended Paſſion, ſoon nk: into 
Indifference, Neglect, or perhaps Av er- 


ſion. Tis well if he preſerves a de- 
cent Civility, takes a little care of Ap- 


pearances, and is willing to conceal his 
Tabs of E Faith, 


* 
1 5575 


Bur hall a Wife Re 609 
fb no > Provoration, though « ever fo 
* great, 
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great, can excuſe the sin, or leſſen, the 
Folly: It. were indeed a revenging the 
Injury upon herſelf in the moſt terrible 
Manner. The Halian Proverb ſhews a. 
much better Way, I you ꝛbo¹¹ be, 70. 
rages of ah Tu li * 


7 — 
— ee. 
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b Dido is is r © Remedy, 
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[; and the only infallible Relief in all Di- 
1 ſtreſſes; when this is neglected or turn 4 
1 into Ridicule, we run, as from one Wic- 

4 kedneſs, ſo from one Misfortune, to an- 

it : other. Unhappy is that Grandeur which . 
1 | is too great to be good, and that which 

ſets us at a Diſtance from true Wiſdom. 
if Even Bigotry, as contemptible as it is, 5 

| is preferable to profane Wit; for rh 

1 requires our Pity, but this deſerves our. 
— Abhorrence. n 

A w OMAN WES: ſeeks „ Oidniblation 
1 under Domeſtick Troubles from the 
19 | Gaieties of a Court, from Gallantry, 
Tl 1 Gaming, rambling in Search of odd Ad- 
} 4 $ ventures, childiſh, ridiculous and ill- 

ih natur'd Amuſements, ſuch as we find in 
1 e the 


upon MAAAR TAG. a 
the unhappy Madam M—'s/ Memoirs, 
the common Methods of getting rid of 
Time, that is, of our very Being, and 
keeping as much as we can at a Diſtance 
from ourſel ves, will find theſe are very 
inſignificant Applications; they hardly 
skin the Wound, and can never heal it, 
they even hurt, they make it foſter, 
15 n it n ye, 


War? an i Fhano en a Wende 
PAS with all the Charms of her Beau- 
ty, and-Sprightlineſs of her Wit, with 
all her good Humour and infinuating 
Addreſs; though ſhe be the beſt Oecono- 
miſt in the World, the moſt entertain- 
ing Company, if ſhe remit her Guard, 
abate in the Severity of her Caution, and 
Strictneſs of her Vertue? If ſhe neglects 
thoſe Methods which are neceſſary to 
keep her, not only from a Crime, but 
from the very Suſpicion of one? She 
juſtifies the Injury her Husband has done 
her, by publiſhing to the World, that 
whatever good Qualities ſne may poſ- 
| dra Diſcretion, the Miftreſs of all the 

B 4 xeſt, 
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 Reviacntons 
reſt, is wanting: Though ſhe be re 


ſtrong. When ſhe is cenſur'd, Charity. 


that thinks no Evil, can only be ſilent; 
though it believes and hopes the beſt, 
it cannot engage in her my nor 


apologize for ae An 


AN il Huhn may Kuß a Wife 


of the Comfort and Quiet of her Life, 


give occaſion of exerciſing her Vertue, 


herſelf 1 chat” can. accompliſh her 


Z Ruin, => J 744 ; . * 4 . | wi 4 £ ' i * * 


8 


d vain we ſeek for Colours to var- 


niſh faulty | Manners. An Advocate 
| ſhews the beſt Side of his Wit, but 
the worſt of his Integrity when he has 


I, guiltleſs, ſhe-cannot prove her Innocence} | 
the Suſpicions in her Prejudice are {6 


try her Patience and Fortitude to the 


an ill Cauſe to manage: But to what Pure 


poſe? He cannot impoſe on the Judicious, 
his Colouring vaniſhes before their Eyes, 
and a good deal of Malice, with a very 


Verte, Senſe, will find the Weakneſs of 


his 


4 


/ 


MAR nz tack, 


= Ez his Arguments o much che more ſuſpe- 


Red, by how much the more labour d: 
F or Truth id is plain and forcible, depend- 

ing on her ow] Strength; ſhe requires 
no more than to be placed in a proper 
Light, nor condeſcends to Art or Inſi- 


nuations, unleſs in Compaſſion to the 


Weakneſs and Prejudice of Mankind. 
Nor are they leſs miſtaken in regard of 
Wit, which conſiſts not meerly in ſaying 
what is odd and out &f the way; Fools 
do this pretty oſten; but Wit conſiſts in 


expreſling good Senſe in a ſurpriſing, 


yet natural n re 5 


4A . 


4 3 1 * : q 
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ates e kong (for the 


Laws of G 6'»' and Man allow Divorces 
in oertain Caſes) though not many, that 
authorize a Wife's leaving her Husband, 

but if any Thing ſhort of abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity, from irreclaimable Vice and Cru- 
elty, prevails with her to break theſe 
ſacred and ſtrongeſt Bonds, how is ſhe 


expos d to Temptations and Injuries, 
| Contempt; and the juſt Cenſure of the 
2 A Woman of Senſe; one ſhou d 


Neddeer! 7 think, 


© 8 


1 


married Woman to admit of Love Ad- 


Fot what does a Man pretend when he 


be may ruin; who is laying Snares to 


REH LHE Co 
think, could take but little Pleaſure in 
the Courtſhip and Flatteries of her Ado» 
rers, even When ſhe is ſingle : But for a 


dreſſes, is worſe than Folly; it is a Crime 
ſo ridiculous, that I will never believe a 
Woman of Senſe can bo guilty of it. 


whines and dangles after a married Wo- 
man? Would he have her think he ad- 
mires her, when he is treating her with 
the laſt Contempt? or that he loves her, 
when he is trying his Arts to gratify his 
brutal Paſſion, at the Price of all that 4s 
dear to her? His fine Speeches have 
either no Meaning, or a reproachful 
one; he afftonts her Underſtanding - as 
well as her Vertue, if he fancies ſhe cau- 
not diſcern, or wants Spirit to reſent the 
Inſults. She can look on him no other- 
wiſe than as the worſt of Hypocrites, 
who flatters to betray, and fawns that 


entangle her in a Commerce founded on 
Injuſtice, and Breach of the moſt ſacred 
Vn, carried on by Diſſimulation, 
ii 


9 
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L Les, and Deceit, attended 
; with Fear and Anxiety, Shame, Re- 
1 morſe, the bitter Stings of Guile, 6-197 
fatal Conſequences cannot be foreſeen, 
the leaſt of which 1s the blaſting of her 
Honour. And why all this Miſchief ? ? 
Why,. becauſe he profeſſes to think her 
| amiable, and with the blackeſt Treas, 
chery takes Advantage of her Weakneſs, 


and the too good Opinion ſhe has enter, 
tained. of him, ta render her .odious ! 


to render her contemptible to himſelf, as 
vellast to the World. Nil Ns 


N 


og with all her Grandeur, Wit and 
Beauty, who gave Occaſion, to theſe Re. 
| fletions? Who would live ſo infamouſly, 


logies the Intereſted may inyent, What f 
they call Gallantry will find a harder 0 
Name with the Modeſt and Diſcreet, | 
Or elſe Gallantry, 1 under whateyer F form, 
muſt. paſs for a ſcandalous Amuſement, 
not to be allow'd among perſons of Ver- 


£ A and Honour. It is indeed 1 1 


"i would be that unhappy 85 


| 
and die ſo miſerably ? ? Whatever Apo- Y 8 


N . 


g 


"7 Ki e 


lous to talk of harmleſs Gallantry; there 
is, there can be no ſuch Thing: For 
beſides the Umbrage and Scandal, A 
Chriſtian muſt be pure in Heart and 
Eyes; ſhe who has vow'd her Affections 
to one, and is his Property, cannot with- 
out Injuſtice, and even — Peet 
them out to more. 
7 ** is in Div of the Mind' 1 
thoſe of the Body, à little Care and 
Prudence will l what requires a 
ng and difficult Regimen to cure: 
herefore in both Caſes the Aphoriſm 
holds; Refift the Beginnings z be early 
on our Guard. There was a Time when 
the moſt abandon'd Sinner would have 
ſhrunk a, Horror, at what by De- I 
grees becomes familiar, and, as they fan- 
cy, natural. The Sap is carry ;d on 
againſt Vertue as artfully as againſt a 
fortified Town, and the Approaches are 
as methodical : But in this the Caſe is 
different, the Beſieged cannot fly; where- 
as Vertue is beſt ſecured” by avoiding 
the Enemy. They are ſenſible of "this, 
and 


upon / Manziacr 


and therefore nothing more common 
chan that fily . Maxim, That Vertue 3s 
not Vertue till it has heen tried. This is 
a Mortar- piece that has done more Exe 
cution than all their other Arts; for Self- 


confidence is always a Prelude to Deſtru- 


Ction. The Wife who liſtens to Admi- 


rers runs into Temptation, and ſports up- 


5 —_ +» 


on a Precipice. For, as a noble Lord, 


who knew the World perfectly well, 


inſtructs his Daughter, ſne may as well 
play with Fire, as dally with Gallantry. 


11 can ſay nothing ſo well upon this Sub- 


jeck, as what is writ by this noble Au- 
thor, whom therefore 1 bes leave to 
tranſcribe: 


2 The Brie of che Age 
0 have made Caution more neceſſary; 
00 and by the ſame Reaſon that the too 
6 great Licence of ill Men, hath by 
« Conſequence i in many Things reſtrain- 
ed the lawful Liberty of thoſe who 
did not abuſe it, the unjuſtifiable 
Freedom of ſome of your Sex, have 
T ne * reſt in the Penalty of be- 

85 ng 
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3 ing reduced. And though this cahs 
ee not ſo alter the Nature of Things, as 
4 to make that Criminal, which in it 
te ſelf is Tndifferent ; yet if it maketh it 
tc dangerous, that alone is inſufficient to 
* Juſtify the Reſtraint. A cloſe Beba 
« pour is the fitteſt to teceive Yertue 
« for its conſtant Gueſt, , becauſe there, 
and there only, it can be ſecure. Pro- 
« per Reſerves are the Outworks, and 
e muſt never be deſerted by thoſe who 
« intend to keep the Place; they keep 
e off the Poflibility not Gay of being 
ce zaken, but of being attempted ; and if 
« A Woman ſeeth Danger at never fo re- 
« mote a Diſtance, ſhe is for that Time 
<« to ſhorten her Line of Liberty - She 
5 who will allow her ſelf to go to the 
& utmoſt Extents of every thing that i is 
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« lawful, is ſo very near going further, 
“ that thoſe who lie at watch, will be- 3 
< gin to count upon her. 
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c Maxkixp, from the double Temp- 
« tation of Vanity and Deſire, is apt to 
5 turn eyery * a Woman doth to 

| 1 the 


he 


e the Spe! Side and thee ate few! 
„Who dare make an impudent Appli- 
F< cation, till they, - diſcern ſomething 
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« |which they are willing to take for an 


| | ©: Encouragement It is ſafer therefore to 
prevent ſuch Forwardne/5, than to go 


« about to cure it: It gathereth strength 


by Ake firſt Aomantes, and clalmeth 
42 Right from having been at any Time 
„ ſuffered with Impunity: Therefore 
„ nothing is with more Care to be 
„ ayoided, than ſuch a kind of Coin 
2 MN be — for per N 
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1 N the Time of Wer a We was no 
more than a Servant, and poſſibly A Gal- 


lunt might originally denote a well | 
dreſs d Coxcomb, who had nothing elſe 
to do but to make Parade of his Wit and 


Cloaths, and perhaps of his Valour in 
Tournament, to gain the general Admi- 
ration of the Ladies, and the Honour. 


of openly profeſſing with Reſpect and Di- 
ſtaance, his Veneration for ſome celebra- 
ted Beauty, or Woman of Merit. But 
© | —_— 8 is quite a different 


Buſineſs: | 
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11 1 
Buſineſß: The Gallant, the fine Gentle- 
man in Town, far ſuperior. to him upon b 
the Road and all his Undergraduates, in 
carrying on his Plot, in the artful Contri- 
vance of his Deſign, and Dexterity in 
executing it, happily combines the Cun- 
ning of the Fox, and the Audacity of the 

Tyger. Cruel indeed! for he tears the 
Fame, worries the Vertue, and compleats | 
the Deſtruction of his unhappy Prey. 
Tis well for him that Chriſtianity as yet 

prevails among us, for this obliges its 
Votaries to forgive the higheſt Injuries : 
Should the Morality of the honeſt Hea- 
then, which ſome are pleas'd to profeſs, 
but not to practiſe, become the Faſhion, 

/ or the old Engliſh Spirit, which has 
done and ſuffered ſo much for Liberty 
and Property, revive among us, alas! 
what would become of the pretty Fel. 

| tows? Would they not run the Riſque of 
being taken for Wolves, or Savages, 
have a Price ſet on their Heads, and be 
exterminated at any rate, that ſo among 
rational Perſons we might be n da 
civiliz d Rr 
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Fuss Deſtroyers avoided, and bet- 
ter Care taken than uſual in Womens 8 
Education, Marriage might recover the 


Dignity and Felicity of its original In- 


ſtitution; and Men be very happy in a 
married State, if it be not their own. 
Fault. The great Author of our Be- 
ing, who does nothing in vain, ordain- 

ed it as the only honourable Way of 


continuing our Race; as a Diſtinction 
between reaſonable Creatures and meer 


Animals, into which we degrade our 


ſelves, by. forſaking the Divine Inſtitu- 
tion. Gop ordained. it for a Bleſſing, 


not a Curſe: We are fooliſh as well as 
wicked, ,when that which was appoint- 
ed for mutual Comfort and Aſſiſtance, 
has quite contrary Effect through our 


Folly and Perverſeneſs. Marriage there- 


fore, notwithſtanding all the Hooſe Talk 
of the Town, the Satires of antient, or 
modern Pretenders to Wit, will never 
loſe its juſt Eſteem from the Wiſe and 


” 
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but the Impious will pretend to refine 
on a Divine Inſtitution, or ſuppoſe there 
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Troven Anh may be ſald againſt 


this, or that Match; though the Ridicu- 


louſneſs of "ſome, the Wickedneſs of 
others, and the Imprudence of too many, 
may. provoke our Wonder, or Scorn, 
our Indignation or Pity ; yet Marriage 
in general is too facred to be treated with 


| Difreſpe&, too venerable to be the Sub- 


ject of Raillery and Buffoonery. None 


is a better Way for Society and Poſteri- 


ty. Whoever ſcoffs at this, and by odi- 


ous Repreſentation would poſſeſs the 
married Pair with a frightful Idea of each 
other, as if a Wife is nothing better than 


a Domeftick Devil, an Evil he muſt to- 
. Terate for his Conveniency ; and an Huſ. 


band muſt of neceſſity be a Tyrant or a 


Dupe ; has ill Deſigns on both, and is 
Himſelf a dangerous Enemy to the Pub- 
lick, as well as to private Families. 


Bur upon What are the Satires againſt 
Marriage grounded? Not upon the State 


en e 


it ſelf, if they arc. juſt, but upon che 11 


Choice, or fooliſh Conduct of thoſe who 
are in it? and what has Marriage conſſ- 
der d in it ſelf to do with theſe ? When 
. is laid where it ought to be, 
not Marriage, but inordinate Paſſion, 
Raſhne,, Humour, Pride, Covetouſ- 
_ Inconſtancy, unjuſt Suſpicions, 1 un- 


Severity, and, in Aa Word, a 


| — > imprudent Choice, or Con- 0 


duct, ought to be arraign'd. For why 
ſhould Marriage be exclaim'd . againſt 
when Men reap the F ruit of their own 
Folly? If they will put an une qual 
Yoke upon their o]n N ecks, they haye 
their Choice, who can they blame for i it? 
If inſtead of a Help and Comfort, their 
Courtſhip has procured them a 9 
and Diſgrace, who may they thank but 
3 themſelves: ; A Man can - never be under 
any ſort of Obligation to marry againſt 
his Liking, but through, ſome reigning 
<_ or * of F ortitude. 1 
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co 0 bp ther ben no > happy Martiages, 


Arguments againſt Matrimony might 
3 : have 
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have their Weight with the Reaſonable 


as well as the Licentious. But ſince the 
Laws of God and Man, founded upon 
Reaſon, and Experience, forbid a Tem- 
porary Contract, and engage the mar- 
"ried Pair for Life, it is not only poſſible, 


but highly probable, and not without 
many eminent Inſtances, that there are 
arid may be, happy Marriages; ; Provided 
we at reaſonably | in our Choice and 
Conduct, acquit our ſelves like wiſe 
Men and Chriſtians.” So that all we have 
to "0 wy againſt Matrimony, ſeems” only | 


5 to ſhew the Levity, or Impiety of our 


I own Minds: It is no more than a Flou- 


; riſh of Wit, and how prettily ſoever we 
| may talk, it 1s s but little to the Purpoſe. ; 


1. 8 it the being tied to One that * 


q 20. us? Why this ought rather to re- 
commend it to us, and would really- do - 
2 ſo, were we guided by Reaſon, and | 


not by Humour or brutiſh Paſſion. He 


who does not make Friendſhip the chief 
Inducement to his Choice, and prefer i it 


before any other Conſideration, „ does n 
| elerve | 


3 


e, Man 1 6 . 


deſerve 4 good Wife, and therefore 
| ert not complain if he. goes without 


Now we can never grow. weary 
pr our Friends; the longer we have bad 
them the more they are endear'd to us; 51 
and if we have One well aſſur· d, we. 
need ſeek no farther, but are ſufficiently, 
happy in her. The Love of Variety in 
this and in other Caſes, ſhews only the 
ill Temper of our own Mind in, that; 
for inſtead of being content with a com- 
petent Share of Good, thankfully and 
chearfully enjoying what is afforded us, 
and patiently. bearing with the Inconve- 
niencies that attend it, we would ſet 
up our Reſt here, and expect F Wen, 
Wer ay is not to has n e 


263 


44 


14 


* 
4 4 ** 


r ine Inflitugion x: Marti 


age provides the beſt that may be for 
Domeftick Quict and Content, and for 
the Education of Children; ſo that if 
we were not under the Tie of Religion, 
even the Good of Society and civil Duty, 
would oblige us to what Chriſtianity re- 
en And ſince the very beſt of us 

C 3 are. 
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RETIECO ION 
are but poor frail Creatures, full of Ig- 
norance and Infirmity, ſo that in Juſtice 
we ought to tolerate each other, and ex- 
erciſe that Patience towards our Compa- 
nions to Day, which we ſhall give them 


| occaſion to ſhew towards us To-morrow 3 
| the more we are accuſtom'sd to any one's 


Converſation, the better ſhall we under 
ſtand their Humour, be more able to 


comply with their "Weakneſs, and leſs 
offended at it. For he who would have 


every one ſubmit to his Humours, and 


will not in his Turn comply with them, 


(though we ſhould ſuppoſe him always 
in the right, whereas a Man of this Tem- 
per very ſeldom is ſo) is not fit for a 
Husband, ſcarce fit for Society, but 
ought to be turn' d out of the Herd as 
8 nne 3 1 
THERE may indes "a Tcouvenien 
cies in a married Life ; but is there any 
Condition without thank: And he who 


lives fingle, that he may indulge Licen- 


tiouſneſs and give up himſelf to the Con- 


duct of wild and * 'd Deſires, (or 


| indeed 


} | Soul, through the Proſpoct he has of . 


doing more Good, or becauſe his Frame 


and Diſpoſition of Mind are more fit for 


he pleaſes againſt Matrimony, but can 
neyer juſtify his own Conduct, nor clear 
it from the anne of Wickedneſs 
and Fel. "Da 


ee if 1 be uch a bleſſed 


indeed out of any other Inducement, than 


4 ſingle than a married Life) may rail as 


State, how comes it, may you ſay, that 


there are ſo few happy Marriages? Now 
in anſwer to this, it is not to be won 
der'd that ſo few ſucceed ; we ſhould ra- 
ther be ſurpriz'd tofind ſo many do, con- 


ſidering how imprudently Men engage, N 


the Motives they act by, and the very 


ſtrange Conduct they obſerve through 


Fo pray, what do Men propoſe to 


themſelves in Marriage? What Qualifi- 


cations do they look aſter in a Spouſe? 
What will ſhe bring? is the firſt Enquiry: 


G 4 How 
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How many Acres? Or how much ready 
Coin? Not that this is altogether an un- 


neceſſary Queſtion, for Marriage with- 


out a Competency, that is, not only a 

bare Subſiſtence, but even a handſome 
and plentiful Proviſion, according to the 
Quality and Circumſtances of the Parties, 
is no very comfortable Condition. They 
who marry for Love, as they call it, 


find Time enough to repent their raſh 


Folly, and are not long in being con- 


vinc'd, that whatever fine Speeches 


might be made in the Heat of Paſſion, 
there could be no real Kindneſs between 


, thoſe who can agree to make each other 


miſerable. But tho' an Eſtate is to be 
confider'd, it ſhould not be the Main, 


much leſs the only Conſideration ; for 


Happineſs does not depend on Wealth; 


That may be wanting, and too often is, 
Where This abounds. He who marries 


himſelf to a Fortune only, muſt expect no 


other Satisfaction than that can bring him; 
but let him not ſay that Marriage, but 


that his own covetous or prodigal Tem- 
ben has made him unhappy: What Joy | 
bags 


they loath'd, meerly becauſe it is their 


Nas nr hich, 


| has that Man in all his Plenty, who muſt 
either run from home to poſſeſs it, con- 
1 trary to all the Rules of Juſtice, to the 
Laws of Gop and Man, nay, even in 
Oppoſition to good Nature and good 


Breeding too, which ſome Men make 
more Account of than of all the reſt; or 


Enjoyments, ſo that if he has any Re- 


mains of Religion or good Manners, he 
muſt ſuffer the Uneaſineſs of a continual 
Watch, to force himſelf to a psp re 

3 ? 


FEW Men have ſo much dtc as 
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| elſe be forc'd to ſhare it with a Woman : 
whoſe Perſon or Temper is difagreeable, 
whoſe Preſence is ſufficient to ſour all his 


to bring themſelyes to a Liking of what 


Duty to like; on the contrary, when 


they marry with an Indifferency, to 


pleaſe their Friends or increaſe their For- 


— 


tune, the Indifferency proceeds to an 
Averſion, and perhaps even the Kind- 
| neſs and Complaiſance of the poor abus d 

Wife, - ſhall only ſerve to increaſe it. 


Wha 
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What follows then? There is no Come 


tent at home, ſo it is ſought elſewhere, 
and the Fortune ſo unjuſtly got, is as 
carcleſly ſquander d; the Man takes a 
Looſe, what ſhould hinder him? He has 


all in his Hands, and Cuſtom has almoſt 
taken off that ſmall Reſtraint Reputation 


us'd to lay. The Wife finds too late 


what 'was the Idol the Man adored, 


which her Vanity, perhaps, or it may 
be the Commands and Importunities of 


Relations, would not let her ſee before ; 


and now he has got That into his Poſſeſ- 
ſion, ſhe muſt make Court to nfs a 
little ſorry Alimony out of her oun 
Eſtate. If Diſcretion and Piety pre- 
vail upon her Paſſions, ſhe ſits down 


_ quietly contented with her Lot, ſeeks no 
- Conſolation in the Multitude of Adorers, 


ſince he whom only ſhe delir'd to pleaſe, 
becauſe it was, her Duty to do ſo, will 


take no Delight in her Wit or Beauty: 


She follows no Diverſion to allay her 
Grief, uſes no Cordials to ſupport her 


Spirit, that may ſully her Vertue or bring 
a Cloud upon her Reputation ; z ſhe makes 
| no. 
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as M ARRIA G . | 
| 55 - to the miſ-judging Croud,, 
hardly mentions her Misfortunes to her 
moſt intimate Acquaintance, nor lays a. 
Load on her Husband to caſe her ſelf; 
but would, if it were poſſible, conceal 
his Crimes, though her Prudence and 
Vertue give him a thouſand . 
without her Intention or Knowledge; N 
and retiring from the World, the: decks. a. + 
more ſolid Comfort than it can give 2 
taking Care to do nothing that Cenſori- 
ouſneſs, or even Malice it ſelf can miſ- 
conſtrue 1 to her Prejudice. , Nom the. 
puts on all her Reſeryes, and thinks even 
innocent Liberties ſcarce: allowable in 
her diſconſolate State; ſhe has other Bu- 
tirements reflect ſo much upon the Hand 
ſider what is the beſt Uſe ſhe, can make 
of it. And thus indeed, Marriage, 
nowever unfortunate in other reſpects, 
becomes a very great Bleſſing to her. 
| She might have been expoſed to all the 
Temptations of a plentiful Fortune, 
have given. up her ſelf to Sloth and 


708 N 5 
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REFLECTIONS) 
Luxury, and gone on at the common'- 
rate, even of the better Sort, in doing ⁵ 
no Hurt, and as little Good: But now'' &=. 
her kind Husband obliges her to Cb. 
der, and gives Opportunity to exerciſe 
her Vertue; he makes it neceſſary to 
withdraw from thoſe Gaieties and Plea- 
ſures of Life, which do more Miſchief 
under the Shew of Innocency, than they 
could if they appear'd attended with a 
Crime, diſcompoſing and diſſolving the 
Mind, and making it uncapable of any 
manner of Good, to be ſure of any thing 
Great and Excellent. Silence and Soli- 
tude, the being forc'd from the ordinary 
Entertainments of her Station, may per- 
haps ſeem a deſolate Condition at firſt, 
and we may allow her, poor weak, Wo- 
man ! to be ſomewhat ſnock d at it, ſince 
even a wiſe and courageous Man perhaps 
would not keep his Ground. We would 
conceal (if we could) for the Honour of 
the Sex, Mens being baffled and diſpi- 
rited by a ſmaller matter, were not the 

| ren too * and too A 
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[att and puts her in poſleſfion of 


the ſincereſt Friend, the frankeſt Moni 
tor, the beſt Inſtructor, and indeed, the 
only uſeful School that Women are ever 
put to, rouzes her Underſtanding, opens 
her Eyes, fixes her Attention, and dif- 

Mind, as not only Inſorms her i better, 
but Entertains her more than ever her 
Reuel did, though crouded by the Men 
of Wit. She now diſtinguiſhes between 


Truth and Appearances, between ſolid 
apparent Good; has found: out the 


- Inſtability: of all earthly Things, and 
won't any more be deceived by relying 
on them; can diſcern who are the Flat- 
terers of her Fortune, and who the Ad- 
mirers and Encouragers of her Vertue; 
- accounting it no little Bleſling to be rid 
of thoſe Leeches, who hung upon her 
only for their own Advantage. Now 


ſober — ſucceed to Hurry and 
Imper- 


Pleaſures, which till now ſhe has unkind- 
ly been kept a Stranger to. Affliction, 


29 


RETN 74 0 o 8; 
e ee to "Rus un Ceremony; 


to o improveir; ; never uh a happy Wo- 


man till ſhe came, in the Eye _ 
World, to be nn Miſerable. 
' Dirie 7. ut .6 
Pues e and's Viees — 
come an Occaſion of the Wife's Vertues, 


and his Neglect do her a more real GOD 


than his K indneſs could. But all injur d 
Wives don't behave themſelves aſter this 
Faſhion, nor can their Husbands juſtly 
expect it. With what Face can he 
blame her for following his Example, 
and being as extravagant on the one 
Hand, as he is on the other? Though 
ſhe cannot juſtify her Exceſſes to God, 
to the World, nor to her Self, yet ſure- 
ly in reſpect of him they may admit of 
an Excuſe. For to all the reſt of his 
Abſurdities, (for Vice is always unrea- 
ſonable) he adds one more, who expects 
that Vertue from another which * nt 


. 


ee, Mees 1 


Bor ſippoſe a Man does not marry 
for Money, though for one that does 1 
not, perhaps there are thouſands that 
do; ſuppoſe he marries for Love, an 
Heroick Action, which makes a mighty 
Noiſe in the World, partly becauſe of 
its Rarity, and partly in regard of its Ex- 
| travagancy, what does his marrying for 
Love amount to? There's no great Odds 
between his marrying for the Love of 
Money, or for the Love of Beauty; the 
Man does not act according to Reaſon 
in either Caſe, but is goyern'd by irre- 


* 


by 
e gular Appetites. But he loves her Wit 
h perhaps, and this, you'll ſay, is more Spi- 


>, IJ ritual, more Refin'd : Not at all, if you 
examine it to the Bottom. For what is 
FW chat which now a-days paſſes under the 
Name of Wit? A bitter and ill-natur'd 
Raillery, a pert” Repartee, or à conſi- 
dent talking at all; and in ſuch a multi- 
tude of Words, it's Odds if ſomething or 
other does not paſs that is ſurprizing, 
though every Thing that ſurprizes does 
not pleaſe; ſome Things being wonder'd 


K 


— 


31 


X 


"© may be ſaid o 
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at for their Uglineſs, as well as others 


for - their Beauty. True Wit, durſt one 

venture to deſcribe it, is quite another 
Thing; it conſiſts in ſuch a Sprightlineſs. 
of Imagination, ſuch a Reach and Turn 


of Thought, ſo properly - expreſs'd, as 


ſtrikes and pleaſes a judicious Taſte. 


For though, as one ſays of Beauty, i, 


in no Face, but 25 the Lover's Mind, ſo 

ſome ſorts of Wit, it is 
not in him that ſpeaks, but in the Ima- 
gination of his Hearer 5 yet doubtleſs 
there is a true Standard-Wit, which 
muſt be allow'd for ſuch by every one 
who undexſtands the 'Terms. I don't 
ſay that they ſhall all equally like it; and 
it is this Standard- wit that always pleaſes; 
the Spurious does ſo only for a Seaſon. 


Now what is it that ſtrikes a judici- 
ous Taſte? Not that, to be ſure, which 
injures the Abſent, or provokes the 
Company, which poiſons the Mind un- 
der Pretence of entertaining it, proceed 


ing from, or giving Countenance to falſe 


Notions, to dan gerous and immoral Prin- 
ciples. 
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eiples. Wit indeed is diſtinet from 
© ! judgment, but it is not contrary to it; 

tas rather its Handmaid, ſerving to awa- 

ken and fix the Attention, that ſo we 
may judge rightly. W charms, 

does ſo becauſe of its egularity | and 
; vroportion; otherwiſe, though it is Ex- 

traordinary and out of the Way, it will 
> 

5 


only be ſtar'd on like a Monſter, but 
can never be lik d. And tho a Thought 
is ever ſo fine and new, ever fo well 
expreſs d, if it ſuits not with Decorum | 
and good Manners, it is not juſt and fit, 
and therefore offends our Reaſon, and 
conſequently has no real Charms, nor 
would afford us any Entertainment, if 
our Taſte were not deprav'd. 


4 


| Bur it muſt not be ſappos'd that Wo- ; 
mens Wit approaches | thoſe Heights 
which Men arrive at, or that they in- 
dulge thoſe Liberties the other take. 

\. Decency lays greater Reſtraints on them, 

L their Timorouſneſs does them this one, 

ſe and perhaps this only Piece of Service, 

it keeps them from breaking through \ 
D:: ©. .theſe 
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gate Atheiſm and Irreligion 4. A Man 
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theſe Reftraints, and following their 


Maſters and Guides in many of their 3 
daring and maſculine Crimes. As the 


World goes, your Witty Men are uſual- 


ly 4iſtinguiſh'd by the Liberty they take 


with Religion, good Manners, or their 
Neighbours Reputation : But, Go n+ be 
thank'd, it is not yet ſo bad, as that 
Women ſhould form Cabals to propa- 


then cannot hope to find a Woman 
whoſe Wit is of a Size with his, but 
when he doats on Wit, it is to be ima- 
gin'd he makes Choice of which 
comes ne neareſt to his on. LOL GOD 

Trvs, tithes it be Wit n of e 
that a Man's in Love with, there are no 
great Hopes of a laſting Happineſs; 


Beauty, with all the Helps of Art, is of 
no long Date; the more it is help'd, the 


fooner it decays; and he, who only or 
chiefly choſe for Beauty, will in a little 


Time find the ſame Reaſon for another | 
Choice. Nor is that ſort of Wit which 


* * This was wrote in * Begining of the preſent Contaby 
* + 098 he 
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Pe prefers, :of a more ſure Tenute; or 
Puowing it to laſt, it, ill not always 


Excellency and Value in it ſelf, enter- 
which recommended it to us holds; and 
when we can like on no juſt, or on very 
little Ground, tis certain a Diſlike will 
ariſe,” as lightly and as unaccountably. 
And it is not improbable that ſuch a 


J ͤͥͥ ⁵ðↄùt T 


r oem egg Zu IO £, 


* ; 


up ho- many look no further than the 


ſelves any Satisfaction in the Woman to 
only to be Maſters» of her Eſtate, that 


dulge all their irregular Appetites; Who 


g 21S — 1 


1 pleaſe. For that which has not a real 


tains no longer than that giddy Humour 


Husbaud may in a little Time, by ill 
LUſage; provoke ſuch a Wife to exerciſe 
her Wit, that is, her Spleen on him, 
and then it is not hard to gueſs how . 
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whom they plight their Faith, „ 


ſo they may have Money enough to in- 


thigk they are as good as can be ex- 
B51 | pefted, 


3 


making of their Fortune, às they eall it; 
ho don't ſo much as propoſe to them- 


5 * 


faſhionable Term, Civil Husbands; when 


repent of it; when to theſe you have 


ſerv'd, and therefore their kind Parents 


Pain of their Diſpleaſure, and that heavy 
Conſequence of it, Forfeiture of their 
Eftate : Theſe ſet aſide, I fear there will 
be but a ſmall Remainder to marry out 
of better Conſiderations 5 5 and even 
amongſt the Few that do, not one in a2 


. amiſs? Are the e only in Fault? 


Reeircrions! 
pecteds, if they are but, en to the 


we have taken the Number of your gid- 
dy Lovers, who are not more violent in 
their Paſſion than they are certain to 


added ſuch as marry without any 
Thought at all, further than that it is 
the Cuſtom of the World, what others 
have done before them, that the Family 
muſt be kept up, the antient Race pre- 


and Guardians chooſe as they think con- 
venient, without ever conſulting the 
Voung one's Inclinations, who muſt be 
ſatisfied, or pretend ſo at leaſt, upon 


ane takes ns to eee _ Clive. 


: 
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E That is not pretended; for he who will 
n Wbc juſt, muſt be forc'd to acknowledge, 
- that neither Sex are always in the right. 
n A Woman, indeed, can't properly be 
o ſaid to Chooſe; all that is allow'd her, 
ie is to Refuſe or Accept what is offer'd. 
y And when we have made ſuch reaſon- 
is able Allowances as are due to the Sex, 
rs perhaps they may not appear ſo much 
y in Fault as one would at firſt imagine, 
and a generous Spirit will find more Oc- 
ts caſion to Pity, than to Reprove. But 
ſure I tranſgreſs — it muſt not be ſup- 
ze pos'd that the Ladies can do amiſs! He 
e is but an ill-bred Fellow who pretends 
n that they need Amendment! They are, 
y no doubt on't, always in the right, and 
ir moſt of all when they take Pity on di- 
ſtreſſed Lovers! Whatever they /ay car- 
ties an Authority that no Reaſon can 
reſiſt, and all that they do muſt needs be 
2 Exemplary ! This is the Modiſh Lan- 


guage, nor is there a Man of Honour 
| amongſt the whole Tribe, that would 


yation tOO, in their Defence, if any but 


| not venture his Life, nay, and his Sal- 


D 3 55 himſelf | 
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Pretence of Honouring and paying a 


believe a Man, Proud and Vain as he is, 


RETPLECTTIONS 
himſelf attempts to injure them. But I 
muſt ask Pardon if I can't come up to 
theſe Heights, nor flatter them with the 
having no Faults, which is only a ma- 
licious Way of continuing and increa- 
ſing their Miſtakes. E on. 
WOMEN, it's true, ought to be treat 
ed with Civility; for ſince a little Cere- 
mony and out- ſide Reſpect is all their 
Guard, all the Privilege that's allow'd 
them, it were barbarous to deprive them 
of it; and becauſe I would treat them 
civilly, I would not expreſs my Civility 
at the uſual rate. I would not, under 


mighty Deference to the Ladies, call 
them Fools, or what's worſe, to their 
Faces; For what are all the fine Speeches 
and Submiſſions that are made, but an 
abuſing them in a well-bred Way? She 
muſt be a Fool with a Witneſs, Who can 


will lay his boaſted Authority, the Dig- 


nity and Prerogative of his Sex, one 
Moment at her Feet, but in Proſpect of 
W making 
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Jaaking it up again to more Advantage; 
Jhe may call himſelf her Slave a few 
Days, but it is only in order to make 
her n all the reſt of his Life. 
Ae that es canes that 
reigns in the moſt of us, both Men and 
Women, that over- good Opinion we have 
I of ourſelyes, and Deſire that others ſhould 
have of us, makes us ſwallow. every 
Thing that looks like Reſpect, without 
examining how wide it is from what it 
rappears to be. For nothing is in Truth 
a greater Outrage than Flattery and 
feign'd Submiſſions; the plain Eugliſb of 
which is this, «I have a very mean 
Opinion both of your Underſtanding). 
« and Vertue; you are Weak enough to 
« be impos'd on, and Vain enough to 
« ſnatch at the Bait I throw; ; there's no 
* Danger of your finding out my Vean⸗ 
« ing, or diſappointing me of my' Ends. 
J offer you Incenſe, ”tis true, bur you 
are like to pay fort, and to make ine 
10 „„ for your Folly, in ima⸗ 
* Sining I would give my felf this Trou- 
D et? ix IE, 
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4 ple, did I not hope, nay," were I net 
« ſure, to find my own Account in it. 
If for nothing elſe, you'll - ſerve at 
« leaſt as an Exerciſe of my Wit; and 
« how much ſoever you ſwell with 
« my Breath, tis I deſerve the Praiſe for 
« talking ſo well on ſo poor a Subject. 
* We, who make the Idols, are the 
« greater Doities; and as we ſet you up, 
ſo it is in our Power to reduce you to 
your firſt Obſcurity, or to ſomewhat 
« worſe, to Contempt; you are there- 
% fore only on your good Behaviour, 
and are like to be no more than what 
« we pleaſe to make yqu. This is 
the Flatterer's Language aſide, this is 
the true Senſe of his Heart, whatever his 
n may be before the Compan y. 
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—_ if this be the true Meaning of 
honourable Courtſhip, what is meant by 
ä that Jargon, chat Profuſion of Love and 
| Admiration which paſſes for Gallantry, 

when either of the Parties are married? 
Is it not the utmoſt Scurrility, in that 
it n, ſhe i is, or that he hopes to 


make 


upon Ma RRIAG E. 
make her, what good Manners forbids to 


| Air of a haughty Roman Prude; dur 
Britiſh Beauties are far more Gentle and 


| Outrages offer d to his own. 


Nor but that tis poſſible, and ſome-. 


times Matter of Fact, to expreſs our 


ſelyes beyond the Truth in Praiſe of a | 
Perſon, and yet not be guilty of Flat- 
tery but then we muſt Think what, 


we Say, and Mean what we Profeſs. 


We may be ſo blinded by ſome Paſſion 

W or other, eſpecially Love, which in Ci- 

: vil and Good-natur'd Perſons is apt to 
exceed, as to believe ſome Perſons more 

| deſerying than really they are, and to 
pay them greater Reſpect and Kindneſs 
than is in Strictneſs due to them. But 
N is not the preſent Caſe; for our fine 


OM: 


name? And ſince he makes ſo free with J 
I the Lady's Honour, can ſhe afford him 

a civiller Anſwer, than what her Foot- 
man may deliver with a Crab- tree? But 
I correct my ſelf, - — this might be the 


Well-bred. And he who has the ſame 
| Deſigns upon other Mens Relations, is 
ſometimes ſo civil as to bear with the 
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Speech- makers doat too much on them 
ſelves to have any great Paſſion for 
another. Their Eyes are commonly too 
much fix d on their own Excellencies, to 
view another's good Qualities through a 
- Magnifying-Glaſs at leaft if ever they 
turn that End of the PerſpeQtive towards 
their Neighbours, tis only in Reſpect 
and Reference to themſelves. - They are ; 
their own Centres, they find a Diſpro- 
portion in every Line that does not tend 
thither, and in the next Viſit they make, 
vou ſhall hear all the fine Things they 
had ſaid, repeated to the new Object, 
and nothing remembred of the former 
but her Vanity, or ſomething elſe as ri 
diculous, which ſerves for a Foil, or a 
Whet to Diſcourſe. For let there be 
ever ſo many Wits in the Company, 
Converſation would languiſh, and they 
would be at a Loſs, did not a little Cen- 
ſoriouſneſs come in at 4 Need to help 
them. VNN 
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* I. A us then treat the Ladies as Gi 
kl =p villy as may be, but let us not do it by 
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to make them ſuch as may truly deſerve 


our hearty Eſteem and Kindneſs. 


La A 
— * *. 


ought really for their own Sakes, to do 
what in them lies to make Women Wiſe 
and Good, and then it might he hoped 
they themſelves would effectually Study - 


and Practice that Wiſdom and Vertue 


they recommend to others. But ſo long 


as Men, even the beſt of them, Who do 


not outrage the Women they pretend to 
| adore, have baſe and unworthy Ends to 


ſerve, it is not to be expected that they 


ſhould conſent to ſuch Methods as would 
certainly diſappoint them. They would 
have their own Relations do well; it is 


their Intereſt: but it ſometimes happens 


to be for their Turn that another Man's 
ſhould not, and, then, 'their Generoſity 
fails them, and no Man is apter to find 
* ault with another's diſhonourable Acti- 


ons, than he Who is ready to do, or per- 
haps has done the ſame himſelf. — 
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REFLECTFONS 
for the Love of Money, Wit, or Beauty, 


as has been already ſhewn, ſo much leſs 
can a Woman expect a tolerable Life, 


when ſhe goes upon theſe Conſiderati- 

ons. Let the Buſineſs be carried as 
prudently as it can be on the Woman's 
Side, a reaſonable Man can't deny that 


ſhe has by much the harder Bargain: 


becauſe ſhe puts her ſelf intirely into her 
Husband's Power, and if the Matrimo- 
nial Voke be grievous, neither Law nor 
Cuſtom afford her that Redreſs which a 
Man obtains. He who has Sovereign 
power does not value the Provocations of 
a Rebellious Subject; he knows how to 
ſubdue him with Eaſe, and will make 
himſelf obey'd : But Patience and Sub- 
miſſion are the only Comforts that are 
left to a poor People, who groan under 
Tyranny, unleſs they are Strong enough 
to break the Yoke, to Depoſe and Ab- 
dicate, which, 1 doubt, would not be 
allow'd of here. For whatever may be 


ſaid againſt Paſſive-Obedience in another 


Caſe, I ſuppoſe there's no Man but likes 


ir very well in this; how much ſocyer | 


| upon MA R RIA G KE. 5 
Arbitrary Power may be diflik'd on a 
Throne, not Millan, nor B. H, nor 
any of the Advocates of Reſiſtance, 

would” cry up Liberty to poor Female 


Slaves, or plead for the — 
en ue ene, 0 | 
GS-2 N 64 2.5 


Tie ere det Diſagrecablenes of Hu- 
mours, this, in my Mind, is harder to 
be born than greater Faults,” as being a 
continual Plague, and for the moſt Part 
incurable. -Other Vices a Man may grow 
weary of, or may be convinced” of the 
Evil of them, he may forſake them, or 
they him, but his Humour and Temper 
are ſeldom, if ever, put off. II I- nature 
ſticks to him from his Vouth to his grey 


Hairs, and a Boy that's Humorous and 


Proud, niakes a peeviſh, Poſitive, and 
Laſolent Old Man. Now if this be the 
Caſe, and the Husband be full of Him- 
ſelf, obſtinately bent on his own Way, 
with or without Reaſon, if he be one 
who muſt be always Admir'd, always 
Humour'd, and T3 {ſcarce knows what 


will” pleaſe him; it he has Proſperity. 
[133d 
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REFLECTIO NVS. 
enough to keep him F 
and to furniſh, him with a Train of Flats 
terers and obſequious Admirers; and: 

carning and Senſe enough to ma lee him 
a Fop in Perfection; for a Man can 
never be a compleat Coxcomb, unleſs 


he has a conſiderable Share of thele to 


value himſelf upon; What, can the poor 
Woman do: 2. The Husband is too Wiſe 
to be Adyis d, too Good to be Reform'd; 
ſhe muſt follow all his Paces, and tread 
in all his. unreaſonable Steps, or there is 
no Peace, no Quiet for her; he. muſt 
Obey y with the greateſt e tis in 
vain to expect, any manner of Compli- | 
ance on, his Side, and the more ſhe com 
Wi the more the may z hig fantaſtical 

umours grow with, her. Heſire to \gratify 


them, for Age increaſes Qpinionatry i in 


14-2 


others. Of ſuch ſort of 1 F. . as th 


it was that Sloman ſpake, hen, he faid 
Seeſt thou a Man W iſe; in his, oꝛon Conceit, 
there 7 7 more hope of a Fool 1 than, of. him; 3 
That is, the profligate ;Sinner, fach,. TY 
one being always a F oel in Solomon's 


Lan- | 


ſome, „ 8 well as it does Experience, 05 
e 


» 
- 


upon MARRN 1: A: GB. 
Language, is in a fairer Way of being 
convidic'd- of his Folly, and brought to 
Reaſon, than the Proud, Conceited Man. 


at Heart, who is full of Himſelf and his 
own Endowments: Not that it is neceſ- 


fary, becauſe it is not poſſible (human- 


ly: ſpeaking)! for one to be totally igno- 
rant of his own good Qualities, I had 
almoſt ſaid; he bug hr to have a modeſt 
Senſe of em, otherwiſe he can't be duly 
thankful, nor make the Uſe of them that 
is required, to, the Glory of G0, and 
the Good of Mankind; but he views 
them in a wrong Light, if he diſcerns 
any Thing that may exalt him above his 
Neighbours, make him over- look their 
Merit, or treat them with Neglect or 
Contempt. He ought to behold them 
with Fear and Trembling, as Talents 
which he has freely receiv'd, and for 
which he is highly Accountable, and 
therefore they ſhould not excite his Pride, 
but his Care and Induſtr . 
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That Man, indeed, can never be good 


your 


is not ſo bad as the moſt of his Neigh- 


RNrrurcrions 
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An ir Pride and Self cbncclt keepa 
Man who has ſome good Qualities, and 


bours, from growing better, it for cer- 


tain confirms and hardens the Wicked 


in his Crimes, it ſets him up for a Wit, 
that is, f according to modern Accepta- 
tion, one who rallies all that is ſerious, a 
Contemner of the Prieſts firſt, and then 
of the Deity Himſelf.” For Penitence 
and Self-condemnation are what his 
Haughtineſs cannot bear, and fince his 


Crimes have brought upon him the Re- 


proaches of his own Mind, ſince he- will 
not take the regular Way to be rid of 
them, which is, by Humbling himſelf, 


and making his Peace with Heaven, he 


bids Defiance to it, and 'wou'd, if he 
could, believe there is no future State, no 
Aſter- retribution, becauſe he b too 


955 Re _ to fear it. 


Ir chidiefore it be a Woman's hard 
Fate to meet with a difagreeable Tem- 


per, and of all others, the Haughty, 


* 
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Imperious, and Self. conceited are the 
moſt ſo, ſhe is as unhappy as any Thing 
in this World can make her. For when 
a Wife's Temper does not pleaſe, if. ſhe 
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makes her Husband uneaſy, he can find 


Entertainments Abroad; he has a hun- 
dred Ways of relieving himſelf; but 


neither Prudence nor Duty will allo a 
Woman to fly out: her Buſineſs and En- 


tertainment are at home; and tho he ö 


makes it ever ſo uneaſy to her, ſhe muſt 


be content, and make her beſt on't. She 


who elects. a Monarch for Life, who 
gives him an Authority, ſhe cannot re- 


call, however he miſapply it, who puts 


her F ortune and Perſon entirely in his 


Power, nay, even the very Deſires of her 
Heart, according to ſome learned Ca- 


ſuiſts, ſo as that it is not lawful to Will 
or Deſire any Thing but what he ap- 
proves and allows, had need be very ſure 


that ſhe does not make a F ool her Head, 
nor a Vicious Man her Guide and Pat- 


tern; the had beſt ſtay - till ſhe can meet 
with one Who has the Government of his 
own Paſſions, and has duly regulated his 
TS. . own 
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own Deſires, ſince he is to have ſuch 
an abſolute Power oyer hers. But 
he who doats on a Face, he who makes 
Money his Idol, he who is charm'd with 
vain and empty Wit, gives no ſuch Evi- 
dence, either of Wiſdom or Goodneſs, 
that a Woman of any tolerable Senſe 


ſhou'd care to venture her . to his 
Conduct. 


INDEED, your fine Gentleman's Acti- 
ons are now a-days ſuch, that did not 


Cuſtom and the Dignity of his Sex give 


Weight and Authority to them, a Wo- 
man that thinks twice might bleſs her 
ſelf, and ſay, Is this the Lord and Ma- 
ſter to whom I am to promiſe Love, 
Honour and Obedience? What can be 
the Object of Love but, amiable Quali- 
ties,. the Image of the Deity impreſs'd 


upon a generous and godlike Mind, a 


Mind that is above this World, to be 
ſure above all the Vices, the Tricks and 
Baſeneſs of it; a Mind that is not full 
of it ſelf, nor chte to little private 
Intereſts, but which, in Imitation of 


that 


0 1 4 
chat glorious Pattern it endeavours to 
copy after, expands and diffuſes it ſelf 
to its utmoſt Capacity in doing Good. 


But this fine Gentleman is quite of ano- 


ther Strain, he is the Reverſe of this in 
every Inſtance. He 1s, I confeſs, very 
fond of his on Dear Perſon, he ſees 


very much in it to admire ;. his Air and | 
Mien, his Words and. 3 every 


Motion he makes, declare it; but they 
muſt have a judgment of his — every 
whit as ſhallow, and a Partiality as great 
as his own, who can be of his Mind. 
How then can I Love? And if not Loye, 
much leſs Honour. Love may ariſe 


from Pity, a a generous Deſire to make 


that Lovely, which as yet is not ſo, when 
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we ſee any hopes of Succeſs in our En- + 


deayours of improving it; but Honour 


ready, ſomething worth our Eſteem; but, 
. alas ! there is nothing more contempti- 
ble than this Trifle of a Man, this meer 
Out- ſide, whoſe Mind is as baſe and 
mean as his external Pomp is glittering. 
His Office or T itle apart, to which ſome 

þ V 


ren ſome excellent Qualities al- 


3 RipYTEertonT: 
ceremonious Obſervance muſt be paid 
for Order's ſake, there's nothing in him 
that can command our Reſpect. Strip 
him of Equipage and Fortune, and ſuch 

Things as only dazle our Eyes and Ima- 
ginations, but don't in any meaſure af- 
fe& our Reaſon, or cauſe a Reverence 
in our Hearts, and the poor Creature 
finks beneath our Notice, becauſe not 
ſupported by real Worth. And if a 
Woman can neither Love nor Honour, 
ſhe does ill in promiſing to Obey, ſince 
the is like to have a crooked Rule to re- 
gulate her Actions. 


A MEER Obedience, ſuch as is paid 
only to Authority, and not out of Love 
and a Senſe of the juſtice and Reaſon- 
ableneſs of the Command, will be of an 
uncertain Tenure. As it can't but beg 
uneaſy. to the Perſon who pays it, ſo he 

| who receives it will be ſometimes diſap- 
pointed when he expects to find it: For 

that Woman muſt be endow'd with a 

Wiſdom and Goodneſs much above what 

we $4.5 4 nd the Sex TO” of, I fear 

| much 


LY 


and Honour, I doubt the World would 


ſuch a 
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much greater than any Man can pretend. > | 
to, who can ſo conſtantly conquer her 


Paſſions, and 'diveſt her ſelf eyen of In- 


nocent Self-love, as to give ct m 
Cauſe when the is in the Right, and to 
ſubmit her inlightned Reaſon, to hg 
imperions Dictates of a blind Will, and 19 


Wild Imagination, even when ſhe clearly 


perceives the ill Conſequences: of it, the 
imprudence, yy e and Madneſs of 


7 
4 „ 
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AND if a Woman runs duch :Riſtjve 
when the marries prudently, according 
to the Opinion of the World, that is, 
when ſhe permits her ſelf to be diſposd 
of to a Man equal to her in Birth, Edu- 
cation and Fortune, and as good as the 
moſt” of his Neighbours, (for if none 
were to marry, but Men of ſtrict Vertue 


be but thinly Peopled) if at the very beſt 1 
her Lot is hard, what can ſhe expect 70 


who is Sold, or any otherwiſe betray'd 


into mercenary Hands, to one | who is in | 


all, or moſt reſpects unequal to her? 


1 3 „ 
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A Lover who comes upon what is call'd+ 
equal Terms, makes no very advanta- 


geous Propoſal to the Lady he courts, 


and to whom he ſeems to be an humble 
Servant. For under many ſounding 
Compliments, Words that have nothing 

in them, this is his true Meaning; He 
wants one to manage his Family, an 
Houſe-keeper, one whoſe Intereſt it will . 
be not to wrong him, and in whom 
therefore he can put greater Confidence 
than in any he can hire for Money. One 
who may breed his Children, taking all 
the Care and Trouble of their Educa- 
tion, to preſerve his Name and Family, 
One whoſe Beauty, Wit, or good Hu- 
mour and agreeable Converſation, will 
entertain him at Home when he has been 


contradicted and diſappointed Abroad; 


who will do him that Juſtice the ill- na- 
tur'd World denies him ; that 1s, in any 
one's Language but his own, ſooth his 


Pride and flatter his Vanity, by having 


always ſo much good Senſe as to be on 
his Side, to conclude him in the Right, 
when others are ſo ignorant, or ſo rude, 


Pleaſure, but make it her Buſineſs, her 
very Ambition to content him; whoſe 


Softneſs and gentle Compliance will calm 
his Paſſions, to whom he may ſafely diſ- 


cloſe his troubleſome Thoughts, and in 


her Breaſt: diſcharge his Cares; whoſe 


Duty, Submiſſion and Obſeryance, will 


heal thoſe Wounds other Peoples Oppo- 


ſition or Neglect have given him. In a 
word, one whom he can intirely Govern, 
and conſequently may form her to his 


Will and Liking, who muſt be his for 
Life, and therefore cannot quit his Ser- 


vag let him treat her how he will. 


N 


„ ND. if this be what every Man e ex- 
pects, the Sum of his violent Love and 


Courtſhip, when it is put into Senſe, and 
rendred Intelligible, to what a fine paſs 


does ſhe bring her ſelf who purchaſes a 
Lord and Maſter, not only with her 
Money, but with what is of greater 
Value, at the Price of her Diſcretion! 
Who has not fo much as that poor Ex- 

| E 4 OO eule, 
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as to deny it. Who will not be blind 
to his Merit nor contradict his Will and 
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cuſe, Precedent | and Example; or if ne 
has, they are only ſuch as all the World 
condemns? She will not find him leſs a 
Governor becauſe ſhe was once his Su- 


perior, on the contrary, the Scum of the 


People are moſt Tyrannical when they 
get the Power, and treat their Betters 
with the greateſt Inſolence. For, as the 
wiſe Man long ſince obſerv'd, A Servant 
when he Reigns, is ont of thoſe Things 
for which the Earth is diſquicted, and 
REI no body i is able to bear. 5 
Ir is the hardeſt Thing in the World 
for a Woman to know that a Man is not 
Mercenary, that he does not act on baſe 
and ungenerous Principles, even when he 
is her Equal, becauſe being abſolute Ma- 
ſter, ſhe and all the Grants he makes her 
are in his Power, and there have been 
but too many Inſtances of Husbands, 


that by wheedling, or threatning their 


Wives, by ſeeming Kindneſs, or cruel 


| Uſage, have perſuaded, or forc'd wy 


ont of what has been ſettled on them. 
So that the Woman has in Truth no Se- 


eurity 


e Ma RRTAG k. 
curity but the Man's Honour and Good- 
nature, 4 Security that in this preſent 
Age no wiſe Perſon would venture much 
upon. A Man enters into Articles very 
readily before Marriage, and ſo he may; 
for he performs no more of them after- 
wards than he thinks fit. A Wife muſt 
never diſpute with her Husband; His 
Reaſons are now, no doubt ont, better 
than hers, whatever they were before; 
he is ſure to perſuade her out of hn | 
Agreement, and bring her, it muſt be 
ſuppos d, Wi. Mingly, to give up what 
ſhe did vainly hope to obtain, and what 
ſhe thought had been made ſure to her. 
And if ſhe fhlews any Refractorineſs, 
there are Ways enough to humble her; 
ſo that by Right or Wrong the Huüsband 
gains his Will. For Covenants between 
Husband and Wife, like Laws in an Ar- 
bitrary Government, are of little Force, 
the Will of the Sovereign is Alli in All. 
Thius it is in Matter of Fact, I will not 
anſwer for the Right of it; for if the 
Woman's Reaſons, upon which thoſe 
Agreements are grounded, are not juſt 
1 ES 
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and good, why did he conſent to them? 
Was it becauſe there was no other Way 
to obtain his Suit, and with an Intention 
to annul them when it ſhall be in his 
Power? Where then is his Sincerity ? 
But if her Reaſons are good, where is 
his Juſtice i in obliging her to quit them? 
He neither way acts like an hee or 
honeſt Man. 9 85 


Bur when a Woman marries unequal- 
ly and beneath her ſelf, there 1s almoſt 
Demonſtration that the Man is ſordid 


and unfair; that inſtead of loving her 


he only loves himſelf, trapans · and ruins 
her to ſerve his own Ends. For if he 
had not a mighty Opinion of himſelf, 
(which Temper is like to make an ad- 
mirable Husband) he would never ima- 


gine that his Perſon and good Qualities 


could make Compenſation for all the Ad- 
vantages ſhe quits on his Account. If 
he had a real Eſteem for her, or valued 


her Reputation, he would not expoſe it, 


nor have her Diſcretion call'd in Que- 


| fon for-his ſake ; and if he truly loy'd 


- her, 


11 x 
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her, he would not reduce her to Straits 


and a narrow Fortune, nor ſo much as leſ- 
ſen her way of Living tO better his own. 


For ſince Gop has placed different Ranks, Fw 


in the World, put ſome in a higher, 
and ſome in a lower Station, for Order 
and Beanty's ſake, and for many good 
Reaſons; though it is both our Wiſdom 
and Duty not only to ſubmit with Pa- 
tience, but to be thankful and well-ſa- 
tisfied, when by his Providence we are 
brought low, yet there is no manner of 


Reaſon for us to degrade our ſelyes; on 


the contrary, much why, we. ought not. 
The better our Lot is in chis World, 
and the more we have of it, the greater 
is our Leiſure to prepare for the next ; 
we haye the more Opportunity to exer- 
ciſe that God-like Quality, to taſte that 


Divine Pleaſure, doing Good to the Bo- 


dies and Souls of thoſe beneath us. Is it 
not then ill Manners to Heaven, and an 
irreligious Contempt. of its Favours, for 
a Woman to ſlight that nobler Employ- 
ment, to which it has aſſign'd her, and 
chruſt her ſelf down to a meaner Drud- 


oy Ya 
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ger, 


* 
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gery, to what is in the very literal TY 
E caring for the Things of the World, a 
.caring not only to Pleaſe, but to Main- | 
tain a Husband ? e 


Aub a Husband i choſen will not at 
all abate of his Authority and Right to 
Goyern, whatever fair Promiſes he might 


make before. She has made him her 


Head, and he thinks himſelf as well 
qualified as the Beſt to act accordingly, | 


nor has ſhe given him any ſuch Evidence 


of her Prudence as, may diſpoſe him to 


make an Act of Grace i in her Favour, 


Beſides, great Obligations are what Su- 


periors cannot bear, they are more than 


can be return'd; to acknowledge were 
only to * themſelves with Ingra- 
titude, and therefore the readieſt Way 
is, not to own, but dyerlook them, or 
rather, as too many do, to repay them 
with Affronts and injuries. 100 


Wyrart then is to be done! ? How muſt 
a Man chooſe, and what Qualities muſt 
incline a Woman to accept, that ſo our 


maryet 


bon M 4asz1 Ac: 


Queſtion ; let the Soul be principally 


married Couple may be as happy as that 
State can make them? This is no hard 
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 conſider'd, and Regard had in the firſt 


place to a good Underſtanding, a ver- 
let there be as much Equality as may 
be. If they are good Chriſtians and of 


ſuitable Tempers all will be well; but I 
ſhould be ſhrewdly tempted to ſuſpe@ .. 


their Chriſtianity who marry after any 
of thoſe Ways we: have been ſpeaking 
| of, I dare venture to ſay, that they 
don't act according to the Precepts of 
the Goſpel, they neither ſhew the Wiſ- 
dom of the Serpent, nor the Innocency 
of the Dove; they have neither ſo much 
Government of themſelves, nor 10 much 
Charity for their Neighbours 3" they 
neither take ſuch Care not to ſcandalize 
others, nor to avoid Temptations them- 
| ſelves, are neither ſo much above this 
World, nor ſo affected with the next, 
as they would certainly be, did the Chri- 
ſtian Religion operate in. their Hearts, 


did 1 rightly * and ſincerel7 


practiſe 
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practiſe it, or acted indeed vt: w 
the W of the _—_ * 


xt * # 


ED it is not ah to enter wiſely 
into this State, Care muſt be taken of 
our Conduct afterwards. ' A Woman 
will not want being admoniſh'd of her 
Duty; the Cuſtom of the World, Oeco- 
nomy, every Thing almoſt reminds her 
of it. Governors do not oſten ſuffer 
their Subjects to forget Obedience through 
their want of demanding it; perhaps 
Husbands are but too end on this 
Occaſion, and claim their Right oftner 
and more imperiouſly than either Diſ- 
cretion or good Manners will juſtify, 
and might have both a more chearful 
and conſtant Obedience paid them if 
they were not ſo rigorous in exacting it. 
For there 1s a mutual Stipulation, and 
Love, Honour, and Worſhip, by which 
certainly Civility and Reſpect at leaft 
are meant, are as much the Woman's 
Due, as Love, Honour and Obedience 
are the Man's. And being the Woman 
9 0 to be the weaker Veſſel, the Man 
ſhould 
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ſhould be more careful not to grieye or 
offend her. Since her Reaſon is wepere 
to be leſs, and her Paſſions ſtronger than 
his, he ſhould not give Occaſion to call 
that Suppoſition in Queſtion by his pet- 
tiſh Carriage and needleſs Proyocations. 
Since he is the Man, by which very 
word Cuſtom would have us underſtand -_ 
not only greateſt Strength of Body, but 

even greateſt Firmneſs and Force of 
Mind, he ſhould not play the [tte Ma- 


ter ſo much as to expect to be cocker d, 


nor run over to that Side which the Wo- 

man us'd to be rank'd in; for, accord- 
ing to the Wiſdom of che Talians, Will 
you? Is ſpoken to Jer A | 


"INDEED SubjeQion, * to the 
common Notion of it, is not over eaſy; 
none of us, whether Men or Women, 
but have ſo good an Opinion of our own 
Conduct, as to believe we are fit, if not 
to direct others, at leaſt to govern our 
ſelves. Nothing but a ſound Under- 
ſtanding, and Grace, the beſt Improver 
o Natural Reaſon, can correct this Opi- 

nion, 
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nion, truly humble us, and heartily re- 
concile us to Obedience. This bitter 
cup therefore ouglit to be ſweetned as 
much as may be; for Authority may he 
preſerv d and Crank kept invio- 


lable, without that nauſt eous Oſtentation 


of Power, which ſerves to no End or 
Purpoſe, but to blow up the Pride and 
Vanity of thoſe who have it, and to ex- 


aſperate the Spirits of ſuch as muſt truc- 


kle under it. 


8 INSOLENCE is never the Effect of 
Power but in weak and cowardly Spi- 
rits, who wanting true Merit and Judg- 


ment to ſupport themſelyes in that Ad- 
vantageous Ground on which they ſtand, 
are ever appealing to their Authority, 
and making a Shew of it to maintain 


their Vanity and Pride. A truly great 
Mind, and ſuch as is fit to Goyern, tho 


it may ſtand on its Right with its Equals, 


and modeſtly expect what is due to it 
even from its Superiors, yet it never con- 
tends with its Inferiors, nor makes uſe 
of its Superiority but to do them Good. 

| So 


* 


So that, confidering the juſt Digity' of 


Man, his great Wiſdom ſo 'conſpicuous 
on all Occaſions! the Goodneſs of his 


Commands, which make it a Woman's 
Intereſt as well as Duty to be obſervant _ 
and obedient in all Things; that his Pre- 
rogative is ſettled by an undoubted Right 


and the Preſcription of many Ages; it 
cannot be ſuppos'd, that he ſhould make 
frequent and inſolent Claims of an Au- 


thority ſo well eſtabliſh'd and us d with 


ſuch Moderation, nor give an impartial 
By- ſtander (could ſuch an one be found) 
any Occaſion from thence to ſuſpect that 


he is inwardly conſcious of the Badneſs 


of his Title; Uſurpers being always 
moſt deſirous of Recognitions, and buſy 


in impoſing Oaths, whereas a Lawful 


Prince contents himſelf with the uſual 
Methods and Securities. 


| And ſince Power does naturally puff 
up, and he who finds himſelf exalted, 
ſeldom fails to think he ought to be fo, 
it is more ſuitable to à Man's Wiſdom 
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and Generoſity, to be mindful of his 


great Obligations, than to inſiſt on his 


Rights and Prerogatives. Sweetneſs of 
Temper and an obliging Carriage are ſo 


juſtly due to a Wife, that a Husband 


who muſt not be thought to want either 
Underſtanding to know what is fit, nor 
Goodneſs to perform it, can't be ſup- 
pos d not to ſhew them. For ſetting 


aſide the Hazard of her Perſon to keep up 


his Name and Family, vith all the Pains 
and Trouble that attend it, which may 
well be thought great enough to deſerve 
all the Reſpect and Kindneſs that may 
be; ſetting this aſide, though tis very 
conſiderable, a Woman has ſo much the 
Diſadvantage in moſt, I was about to 
ſay, in all Things, that ſhe makes a Man 
the greateſt Compliment in the World 
when ſhe condeſcends to take. him for 
Better for Morſe. She puts her ſelf in- 
tirely in his Power, leaves all that is dear 
to her, her Friends and Family, to 
eſpouſe his Intereſts and follow his For- 
tune, and n it her Hubpel and ns 


_—_ 1 . a 


ne 
what Returns can he make? What Gra- 
titude can be ſufficient for ſuch Obligaz 
tions? She” ſhews her good Opinion of 


him by the great Truſt ſhe repoſes in 


him, and what a Brute muſt he be who 
bettays that Truſt, or acts any way uns 
worthy of it? Ingratitude is one of the 
baſeſt Vices, and if a Man's Soul is ſunk 
ſo low as to be guilty of it towards her 
who has ſo generouſly oblig'd him, and 
who ſo intirely depends on him, if hie 
can treat her diſreſpectfully, who hag 
ſo fully teſtified her Eſteem of him; ſhe 
muſt have a Stock of Vertue which he 
ſhould bluſh to diſcern, if ſhe can pay 
him that Obedience of which heat is _ 
REM: Dit, | 
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+. W ORS vinkwd are too apt to for- 


get the common Privileges of Mankind; 


that their Inferiors ſhare with them the 
greateſt Benefits, and are as capable as 
themſelves of enjoying the ſupreme Good; 
that though the Order of the World re- 
quires an Outward Reſpect and Obedi- 
ence from ſome to others, yet the Mind 
e SO 
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is free, nothing but Reaſon. can oblige | 
it, tis out of the Reach of the moſt ab- 
either with thoſe who Rule or thoſe in 
Subjection, even from the Throne to 
every private Family, till thoſe in Au- 
thority look on themſelves as plac'd in 
that Station for the Good and Improve- 
ment of their Subjects, and not for their 
own Sakes; not as the Reward of their 
Merit, or that they may proſecute their 
own Deſires and fulfil all their Pleaſure, 
but as the Repreſentatives of God, whom 
they ought to imitate in the Juſtice and 
Equity of their Laws, in doing Good 
and communicating Bleflings to all be- 
neath them : By which, and not by fol- 
lowing the imperious Dictates of their 
own Will, they become truly Great and 
Uluſtrious, and worthily fill their Place, 
And the Governed for their Part, ceaſing 
to envy the Pomp and Name of Autho- 
rity, ſhould reſpe& their Governors as 
placed in Go v's ſtead, and contribute 
what they can to eaſe them of their real 
Cares, by a chearful and ready Com- 
pliance, 


upon MA 16 


pllante, „with their good Endeavourt, 
and by affording them the Pleaſure „ 
Succeſs in ſuch noble and generous De- 


8 a * » 
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Fon, upon a due Eſtimate, Things are 
pretty equally divided; thoſe in Sub- 


jection, as they have a leſs Glorious, ſo 


they have an eaſier Task and a lefs Ac- 
count to give; Whereas he who Com- 
mands, has in a great meaſure the Faults 


of others to anſwer for as well as his own. 


Tis true, he has the Pleaſure of doing 


more Good than a private Perſon can, 


and ſhall receive the Reward of it when 
Time ſhall be no more, in Compenſation 
for the Hazards he runs, the Difficulties 
he at preſent cncounters, and the large 
Account he is to make hereafter. Which 


Pleaſure and Reward are highly defira- | 


ble, and moſt worthy our Purſuit ; but 


they are Moti ves which ſuch as 0 fiirp 


on their Governors, and make them un- 


eaſy in the due Diſcharge of their Duty, 
never propoſe. As for thoſe other little 
TIP that moye their Envy and Am- 


* dition, 
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bit ion, . are of no \ Eſteem ith a juſt 
Conſiderer, nor will ſuch 2 e 


Bur how can a Man reſpect his Wife 
when he has a contemptible Opinion of 
her and her Sex? When from his own 
Elevation he looks down on them as 
void of Underſtanding, . full of Igno- 
rance and Paſſion, ſo that F olly and a 
Woman are equivalent Terms with him? ? 
Can he think there is any Gratitude Jos 
to her whoſe utmoſt Services he exacts 
as ſtrict Duty? Becauſe ſhe was made to 
be a Slave to his Will, and has no. 


| higher End than to Serve and Obey 


him? Perhaps we arrogate too much to 
our ſelves, when we ſay this Material 
World was made for our Sakes : That 
its Glorious Maker has given, us the Uſe 
of it is certain; but hen we ſuppoſe 
any Thing to be made purely for our 
Sakes, becauſe we. have Dominion over 
it, we draw a falſe Concluſion. As he 
who ſhould ſay the People were made 
3 Ge Prince who is ſet oyer them, 
York 1 ö would 
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would he thought to be out of his Sen- A 
ſes as well as his Politicks. Vet even 1 
allowing that Go p, who' made ever | 
Thing in Number, Weight and Mea- = 
ſure, who never acts but for ſome great il 
and glorious End, an End agreeable to 
_ His Majeſty; allowing that He created 
ſuch a Number of Rational Spirits mere- 
ly to ſerve their Fellow Creatures, yet 
how are theſe Lords and Maſters help'd * 
by the Contempt they ſhew of their poor ; 
humble Vaſfals ? Is it not rather an Hin- 
drance to that Service they expect, as i 
being an undeniable and conſtant Proof 
how eee they are to receive it? 


Mw of Gop's ee abGlutely 
confider'd, are in their own Nature con- 
temptible ; the meaneſt Fly, the pooreſt 
Inſe@ has its Uſe and Vertue. Contemp 
is ſcarce a Human Paſſion, one may ven- 
ture to ſay it was not in innocent Man, 
for till Sin came into the World, there 
was nothing in it to be contemn d. But 
Pride, which makes every Thing ſerve 
its e ng this Paſſion from 
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its only Uſe, ſo that inſtead of being an 
Antidote againſt Sin, it is become a 
grand Promoter of it, nothing making us 
more worthy of that Contempt we ſhew, 
than when, poor, weak, dependent Crea- 
tures as we are! we look down with 
Scorn and Diſdain on others. 


THERE is not a ſurer Sign of a noble 
Mind, a Mind very far advanc'd to- 
wards Perfection, than the being able to 
bear Contempt and an unjuſt Treatment 
from one's Superiors eyenly and patient- 
ly, For inward Worth and real Excel- 
lency are the true Ground of Superiori- 
ty, and one Perſon is not in reality bet- 
ter than another, but as he is more Wiſe 
and Good. But this World | being a 
Place of Trial, and govern'd by gene- 
ral Laws, juſt Retributions being re- 
ſerv'd for hereaſter, Reſpect and Obe- 
dience many times become due for Or- 
der- s ſake, to thoſe who don't otherwiſe: 

deſerve them. Now tho' Humility keeps. 
us from over-yaluing our ſelves or views 
ing our Merit through a falſe and mag - 


: nifying 
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nifying Medium, yet it does not put out 
our Eyes, it does not, it ought not'to 
deprive us of that pleaſing Sentiment 


which attends our Acting as we ought to 


Act, which is, as it were, a Foretaſte of 
Heaven, our 'preſent Reward for doing 
what is juſt and fit. And when a Su- 
perior does a mean and unjuſt thing, as 
all Contempt of one's Neighbour is, and 
yet this does not provoke his Inferiors 
to refuſe that Obſervance which their 
Stations in the World require, they 
cannot but have an inward Senſe of their 
own real Superiority, the other having 


no Pretence to it, at the ſame Time that 
they pay him an outward Reſpect and 


Deference, which is ſuch a flagrant Te- 
ſtimony of the ſincereſt Love of Order, 
as proves their Souls to be of the ke 
* nobleſt . 


A MAN n for his own ſake, 
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and to give Evidence that he has a Right 
to thoſe Prerogatives he aſſumes, ſhould 
treat Women with a little more Huma- 
"oy and Regard than is uſually paid 


them. 


OE 
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them. Your whifling Wits may ſcoff at 
them, and what then? It matters not, 
for they rally every Thing though ever 
ſo ſacred, and rail at the Women com- 
monly in very good Company. Reli- 
gion, its Prieſts, and thoſe its moſt con- 
ſtant and regular Profeſſors, are the uſual 
Subjects of their manly, mannerly and 
ſurprizing jeſts. Surprizing indeed 
not for the Newneſs of the Thought, the 
Brightneſs of the Fancy, or Nobleneſs of 
Expreſſion, but for the good Aſſurance 
with which ſuch Thread- bare jeſts are 
again and again repeated. But that your 


grave Dons, your learned Men, and, 


which is, more, your Men of Senſe, as 
they would be thought, ſhould ſtoop ſo 
low as to make Invectives againſt the 
Women, forget themſelyes ſo much as 


to jeſt with their Slaves, who have nei- 


ther Liberty, nor Ingenuity to make 
Reprizals ; that they ſhould waſte their 
Time, and debaſe their good Senſe, 
which fits them for the moſt weighty: 
Affairs, ſuch as are ſuitable to their pro- 


found Wiſdom and exalted Underſtand- 


ings! 


pop Man nt hoy 
ings! to to render thoſe poor . Wretches 


more ridiculous and odious who are al 
ready in their Opinion ſufficiently con- 


temptible, and find no better Exerciſe : 

of their Wit and Satire, than ſuch as are . 

not worth their Pains, though it were 
oflible to Reform them, Ty | this in- 


deed may juſtly be wondred, at! 


"I 3A o not 77 0 or no Na 


are allow'd to have Souls; if they bave, 


at laſt recriminate, and then what polite 
and well-bred Gentleman, though him- 


ſelf is concern'd, can farbear taking that. 


lawful 2 which all who under- 
ſtand Raillery muſt taſte, when they 
find his Jeſts | who inſolently began to 

peck at his Neighbour, return'd with 


Intereſt upon his own Head? And in- 


deed Men are too Humane, too Wiſe, 


to venture at it, did they not hope for 


this Effect, and expect the Pleaſure of 
finding their Wit turn to ſuch Account: 
For if it be lawful to pry into a Secret, 
3 | | this 


[ * 
2 * a 
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perhaps it is not prudent to provoke 
them too much, leſt filly as they are, they 
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this is, without doubt, the whole De- 
ſign of thoſe fine Diſcourſes which have 
been made againſt the Women from our 
great Fore-Fathers to this preſent Time! 
Generous Man has too much Bravery, he k 
is too Juſt and too Good to aſſault a de- 
fenceleſs Enemy, and if he did inveigh 
againſt the Women, it was only to do 
them Service! For ſince neither his Care 
of their Education, his hearty Endea- 
yours to improve their Minds, his whole- 
ſome Precepts, nor great Example could 
do them good, as his laſt and kindeſt Eſ- 
ſay, he reſoly'd to try what Contempt 
would do, and choſe rather to expoſe 
himſelf by a ſeeming Want of Juſtice, 
Equity, Ingenuity and Good-nature, 
than ſuffer Women to remain ſuch vain 
and inſignificant Creatures as they have 
hitherto been reckon'd; and truly, Wo- 
men are ſome 8 beneath what 1 


have thus far thought them, if they do 


not make the beſt Uſe of his Kindneſs, 
improve themſelves, and, like en 


| return. It. 


LET 


* Mees, 


r us s fre then what 3s their Part, 
what muſt they do to make the Matri- 
monial Yoke tolerable to themſelyes as 
well as pleaſing to their Lords and Ma- 
ſters? That the World is an empty and 
deceitful Thing, that thoſe Enjoyments 
which appear d ſo deſirable at a Diſtance, 
which rais'd our Hopes and Expectations 
to ſuch a mighty Pitch, which we ſo 
paſſionately coyeted, and ſo eagerly pur- 
ſued, vaniſh at our firſt Approach, leay- 
2 nothing behind them but the Folly 


* 
7 | 
Wy 


of Deluſion, and the Pain of diſappoint= = 


ed Hopes, is a common Outery; and 


yet, as common as it is, though we com- 


plain of being deceiv d this Inſtant, we 
do not fail of conttibuting to the Cheat 
the very next. Though in reality it is 


not the World that abuſes us, tis we 


abuſe our ſelves; it is not the Emptineſa 
of That, but our own falſe Judgments, 
our unreaſonable Defires and Expecta- 
tions that torment us; for he who ex- 


erts his whole Strength to lift a Straw, 
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but 
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but of his own diſp pro portionate mn 
vour Which gives him the Pain he feels. 
The World affords us al the Pleafure 
a ſound Judgment can expect from it, 
and atiſvvers all choſe rages and Purpoſes 
no more than is cexfonitle, and then 
we hat vot fail of our  ExpeRations. i 

II is even ſo in the Caſe beſore us; 
a Woman who has been taught to chk 


Marriage her only Preferment, the Sum- 


Total of her Endeavours, the Comple- 
tion of all her Hopes, that which muſt 
ſettle and make het Happy in this 
World, and very few, in their Vouth 
eſpecially, carry a Thought ſteadily to 
a greater Diſtance; She Who has ſeen a 
Lover dyin g' at her Feet, and can't 
therefore imagine that he wh profeſſes 
to receive all his Happineſs from her, 


can have any other Deſign! or Deſite 
than to pleaſe her; vlioſe Eyes have 


been dazled with all the Glitter and 
Pomp of a Wedding, and, who hears of 
nothing but Joy and Congratulation; 

| I 0 who 
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who is tranſported with the Pleaſure of 


being out of Pupillage, and Miſtreſs not 


only of her ſelf, but of a Family too: 
She who is either ſo ſimple or ſo vain, 
as to take her Lover at his Word, either 
as to the Praiſes he gave her, or the 
Promiſes he made for himſelf; in ſum, 
ſhe whoſe Expectation has been rais d by 
Courtſhip, by all the fine Things that 
her Lover, her Governeſs and Domeſtick 
Flatterers ſay, will find a terrible Diſ- 
appointment when the Hurry is over, 
and when ſhe comes calmly to conſider 


her Condition, and views it no more 


under a falſe W eder 0" as it 
. As; # 2931. 9 „ 


4 


BD Dovsr! in Aten a View it want not 


appear over- deſirable, if ſhe regards on- 


ly the preſent State of Things. Here- 
after may make amends for what” ſhe 


muſt be prepar'd to ſuffer here; then 
will be her Reward, this is her Time of 
Trial, the Seaſon of exerciſing and i im- 
proving her Vertues. A Woman that 
is not Miſtreſs of her Paſſions, that can 


not 
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not patiently fubmit, even when Reaſon 


ſuffers with her, who does not praftiſe 
Paſhve Obedience to the utmoſt, will 


never be acceptable to ſuch an abſolute 
Sovereign as a Husband. Wiſdom ought 
to Govern. without Contradiction, but 
Strength however will be obeyed. There 
are but few of thoſe wiſe Perſons who 
can be content to be made yet wiſer by 


Contradiction; the moſt will have their 


Will, and it is right becauſe it is theirs. 
Such is the Vanity of Human Nature, 
that nothing pleaſes like an intire Sub- 
jection; what Imperſections won't a Man 
3 where this is not wanting ! 
Though we live like Brutes, we wonld: 
have Incenſe offer'd us, that is only due 
to Heaven it ſelf, would have an abſo- 
lute and blind Obedience paid us by all 
over whom we pretend Authority. We 
were not made to Idolize one another, 
yet the whole Strain of Courtſhip is little 
leſs than rank Idolatry: But does a Man 
intend to give, and not to receive his 
Share in this Religious Worſhip? No 
ſuch matter; Pride and Vanity, and 


Self- 
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Self- love have their Deſigns, and if the 


Pattern in the Time of his Addreſſes, he 


is o juſt as to expect his Wife ſhould 
ſtrictly Copy after it all the reſt of her 
A Ren die ad en 
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el how can a Sia Pane in- 
tire Subjedtion, how can ſhe: forbear to 
admite the Worth and-Excellency of the 


Have not᷑ all the great Actions that have 
been perſorm'd in the World been done 
by Mar? Have not they founded Em- 
pires and over-turn'd them? Do not 


they make Laws and continually repeal 


and amend them ? Their vaſt Minds lay 
Kingdoms waſte, no Bounds or Mea- 
ſures can' be preſcrib'd to their Defires. 


| War and Peace depend on them; they 


form Cabals and have the Wiſdom and 


Courage to get over all the Rubs, the 

petty Reſtraints which Honour and Con- 
ſcience may lay in the Way of their de- 

ſired Grandeur. What i is it they cannot | 
gk * 1 make Worlds and ruin them, 


G form 


Superior Sex, if ſhe at all conſiders it? 


: 
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All that the wiſe Man pronounces is an 
Oracle, and every Word the Witty 


and intirely, and that ſhe has nothing 
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form Syſtems of univerſal Nature, and 


diſpute eternally about them; their Pen 
gives Worth to the moſt ini Contro- 


verſy; nor can a Fray be inconſiderable 


if they have drawn their Swords in't. 


ſpeaks, a Jeſt. It is a Woman's Happi- 
neſs. to hear, admire and praiſe them, 


eſpecially if a little Ill-nature keeps them 


at any time from beſtowing due Ap- 
plauſes on each other! And if ſhe aſ- 
pircs no further, ſhe is thought to be in 
her proper Sphere of Action; ſhe is as 
wiſe and as good as can * Las 
from her! 5 


Sur then who 1 ot to lay it 


down for an indiſputable Maxim, that 


her Husband muſt govern abſolutely 


elſe to do but to Pleaſe and Obey. She 


muſt not attempt to divide his Authori- 


ty, or fo much as diſpute it; to ſtruggle 
with her Yoke will only F g it gall 
che more, but muſt believe him Wiſe 


and 


* 
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a Good, and in all reſpects the beſt, 
at leaſt he muſt be ſo to her. She who 


can't do this is io way fit to be a Wife, 


ſhe may ſet vb up for that peculiar Coro 


net the antient Fathers talk'd of, but is 


$3 
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not qualified to receive that great Re- : 


ward which attends the eminent Exer- 
ciſe of Humility and Self-denial, pa- 8 
tience and ee Lg Deine that a 2 


Wife i is call' to. 
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will ſay, how can this be ? 1s it poſſible 
for her to believe him Wiſe and Good, 
who by a thouſand Demonſtrations con- 
vinces her, and all the World, of the con- 


trary? Did the bare Name of Husband 
confer Senſe on a Man, and the meer 


being in Authority infallibly qualify 


him for Government, much might be 


done. But fince a wiſe Man and a Huſ- 
band are not Terms convertible, and 


how loth ſoeyer one is to on it, Mat- 1 


ter of Fact won't allow us to deny, that 


the Head many times ftands in need of 


the Inferior s Brains to manage it, ſhe 


6 2 muſt 
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muſt beg leave to be excus'd fog: ſuch | 
high Thoughts of her Sovereign, and if 


ſhe. ſubmits, to his Power, it is not fo 


much Reaſon 11 N e that compel 
> 
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| N ow of how Little Force Dover 9 
Objedtion may be in other reſpects, me- 
thinks it is ſtrong enough to prove the 


Neceſſity of a good Education, and that 


Men never miſtake their true Intereſt 
more than when, they endeavour to keep 
Women in Ignorance. Could they in- 
deed deprive them of their Natural 
good Senſe at the ſame Time they deny 
them the true Improvement of it, they 
might compaſs, their End; ; - Otherwiſe 
Natural Senſe unaſſiſted may run into a 


_ falſe Track, and ſerye only to puniſh 
bim juſtly, who would not allow i it to 


be uſeful to himſelf or others. if Man' 8 


Authority be juſtly eſtabliſh'd, the more 


Senſe a Woman has, the more Reaſon 
ſhe will find to ſubmit to it ; 3 if accord- 
ing to the Tradition of our Fathers, 
. having had Tele Non of the Pen, 

thought 
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thought they had alſo the beſt Right to 
it) Womens Underſtanding is but ſmall, 

and Man's Partiality adds no Weight to 
the Obſervation, ought not the more 
Care to be taken to improve them? 
How it agrees with the Juſtice of Men 
we inquire not, but certainly Heaven is, 
abundantly more Equitable than to in- 
join Women the hardeſt Task, and give 
them the leaſt Strength to perform it. 
And if Men, learned, wiſe and diſcreet 
as they are, who have, as is ſaid, all the 
Advantages of Nature, and without Con- 
troverſy, have, or may have, all the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of Art, are ſo far from aequit- 
ting themſelves as they ought, from liv- 
ing accord ing to that Reaſon ahd-excel- 
lent Underſtanding they ſo much boaſt 
of, can it be expected that a Woman 
who is reckon'd filly enough in her ſelſ, 
at leaſt comparatively, and whom Men 


take care to make yet more ſo; can it be 

| expected that ſhe ſhould conſtantly per- 
form ſo difficult a Duty as intire Sub- 

| jetion, t to which en 92 1 Na ature” 1 is 0 \ 
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cure him from it ; can it be thought that 


Ir the great and wiſe Cato, a Man, a 


Man of no ordinary Firmneſs and Strength 
of Mind, a Man who was eſteem' d as an 


Oracle, and by. the Philoſophers and 
great Men of his Nation equal'd even to 


the Gods themſelyes ; If he, with all his 


Stoical Principles, was not able to bear 
the Sight of a triumphant Conqueror, 


(who perhaps would have inſulted, and 


perhaps would not) but out of a Cowarde | 
ly Fear of an Inſult, ran to Death, to ſe- 


an ignorant weak Woman ſhould have 
Patience to bear a continual Outrage 


and Inſolence all the Days of her Life? 


Unleſs you will ſuppoſe her a very 4/5, 


but then remember what the /talians ſay, 


to quote them once more, ſince being 
very Husbands they may be preſum'd to 
have ſome Authority in this Caſe, An 
Ms though ſlow, if provok'd, will kick. 


| w E never obſerve, or perhaps make 


Sport, with the ill Effects of a bad Edu- 


cation, till it comes to touch us home in 


wt 1 | the 
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the ill Conduct of a Siſter, a Daughter, 
or Wife. Then the Women muſt be 


blam'd, their Folly is exclaim ' d againſt, 


when all this while it was the wiſe Man's 
Fault, who did not ſet a better Guard 


on thoſe, who, according to him, ſtand 


in ſo much need of one. A young Gen- 


tleman, as a celebrated Author tells us, 
ought above all Things to be acquaint- 
ed with the State of the World, the 


Ways and Humours, the Follies, the 


Cheats, the Faults of the Age he is fallen 


into; he ſhould by degrees be inform'd 
of the Vice in Faſhion, and warn'd of 


the Application and Defign of thoſe who 
will make it their Buſineſs to corrupt 
him, ſhould be told' the Arts they uſe, 
and the Trains they lay, be prepar'd to 


be Shockd by ſome, and Careſs d by 


others; warn'd who are like to oppoſe, 


| who to miſlead, who to undermine, and 
who to ſerve him. He ſhould be in- 


ſtructed how to know and diſtinguiſh 
them, where he ſhould let them ſee, and 
when diſſemble the Knowledge of them 
and their Aims and Workings. Our 
ehe G 4 Author 
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Author is much in the right, and not to 


diſparage any other Accompliſhments 
which are uſeful in their Kind, this will 
turn to more Account than any Lan- 
guage or Philoſophy, Art or Science, or 
any other Piece of Good- breeding and 
fine Education that can be taught him, 
which are no otherwiſe excellent than 
as they contribute to this, as this does 


above all Things to the making him a 
' wiſe, a yertuous and uſeful Man, 


8 
Aub it is not leſs neceſſary that a 


young Lady ſhould receive the like In- 


ſtructions, Whether or no her Tempta- 
tions be fewer, her Reputation and Ho- 
nour however are to be more nicely 
preſerv d; they may be ruin d by a lit» 
tle Ignorance or Indiſcretion, and then 
though ſhe has kept her Innocence, and 
ſo is ſecur'd as to the next World, yet 
ſhe is in a great meaſure loſt to this. A 


Woman cannot be too watchful, too ap- 


prehenſive of her Danger, nor keep at 
too great a Diſtance from, it, ſince Man, 
n Wiſdom and Ingenuity is ſo much 
100 "I Supa 
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Superior to hers! condeſcends for. bis 
lntereſt ſometimes, and ſometimes by 
way of Diverſion, to lay Snares for her. 
For though all Men are Virtugſi, Philo» 
ſophers and Politicians, in compariſon of 
the ignorant and illiterate, Women, yet 
they don't all pretend to be Saints, and 
tis no great Matter to them, if Women, 
who were born to be their Slaves, be 
now and then ryin' 'd for their Enter- 
Wn gl * dT 4 
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3 ur according to 397 rate that young 
Women are Educated, according to the 
Way their Time is ſpent, they are de- 
ſtin'd to F olly and Impertinence, to ſay 
no worſe, and, which is yet more inhu- 
man, they are blam'd for that ill Con- 
duct they are not ſuffer d to avoid, and 
reproach'd_ for thoſe Faults they are in a 
Manner forc'd into; fo that if Heaven 
has beſtowed... any e on them, na 
other. Uſe is made of it, chan o leave 
them without Excuſe. 80 much, and 
no more, of the World is ſhewn them, 


than ſeryes t to we | . and deut their 
ie ay Wo n. 
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Minds, to give them wrong Notions, 
and buſy them in mean Purſuits; to di- 


ſturb, not to regulate their Paſſions; to 


make them timorous and dependant, and, 


in a Word, fit for nothing elſe but to 
act a Farce for the Diverſion of their 
dba roy Py IN | 


Evz Men themſelves improve no 
otherwiſe than according to the Aim 
they take, and the End they propoſe; 


and he whoſe Deſigns are but little and 


mean, will be the ſame himſelf. Tho 
Ambition, as *tis uſually underſtood, is 
a fooliſh, not to ſay a baſe and pitiful 
Vice, yet the Aſpirings of the Soul after 
true Glory are ſo much its Nature, that 
it ſcems to have forgot it ſelf, and to 
degenerate, if it can forbear; and per- 
haps the great Secret of Education lies 
in affecting the Soul with a lively Senſe 
of what is truly its Perfe&ion, and ex- 
citing the moſt ardent — after it. | 


Bur, alas! what poor Woman is ever 


| caught that ſhe > thould haye a higher De- 


ſign 
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will fall in of courſe; and if ſhe makes 
but an Obedient and Dutiful Wife, ſhe 


that ſcarce a Man who can keep him- 


ſelf clean and make a Bow, but thinks 


he is good enough to pretend to any 
Woman; no matter for the Difference of 


Birth or Fortune, a Husband is ſuch a 
Wonder-working Name as to make an 


Equality, or ſomething more, wheneyer 
it is obtain'd, 1 


AND indeed, were there no other 


Proof of Maſculine Wiſdom, and what a 
much greater Portion of Ingenuity falls 
to the Men than to the Women's Share, 
the Addreſs, the Artifice, and Manage- 
ment of an humble Servant were a ſuffi- 
cient Demonſtration. What good Con- 
duct does he ſhew ! what Patience exer- 
ciſe ! what Subtilty leave untry'd ! what 
Concealment of his Faults! what Parade 
of his Vertues ! what Government of his 
Paſſions! How deep is his Policy in lay- 


cannot miſs of it. A Husband indeed is 
thought by both Sexes ſo very valuable, 
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ing his Deſigns at ſo great a Diſtance, 
and working them up by ſuch little Ac- 

cidents! How indefatigable is his Indu- 
ſtry, and how conſtant his Watchfalneſs 
not to flip any Opportunity that may in 
the leaſt contribute to his Deſign! What 
. a handſome Set of Diſguiſes and Pretences 
is he always furniſh'd with! How con- 
ceal'd does he lie ! how little pretend, 
till he is ſure that his Plot will take! 
And at. the ſame 'Time that he nouriſhes 
the Hope of being Lord and Maſter, ap- 
pears with all the Modeſty and Submiſ- 
fion of an humble and eee * 
mirer! 


Cx a Woman then be too much up- 
on her Guard? Can her Prudence and 
Foreſight, her early Caution, be reckond 
unneceſſary Suſpicion, or ill-bred Reſerve 
by any but, thoſe whoſe Deſigns they 
prevent, and whoſe Intereſt it is to de- 
claim againſt them? It being a certain 
Maxim with the Men, though Policy or 
good Breeding won't allow them to 
ayow it aer, that the Women were 

made 
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made for their Sa kes and Service, and 
are in all reſpecta their Inferiors, eſpe- 
cially in Underſtanding; fo that all the 
Compliments they make, all the Addreſs 
and Complaiſance they uſe, all the Kind- 
neſs they profeſs, all the Service they 
pretend to pay, has no other Meaning, 
no other End, than to get the poor Wo- 
man into their Power, to govern her ac- 
cording to their Diſcretion. This is all 
pure Kindneſs indeed, and therefore no 
Woman has Reaſon to be offended with | 
it; for, conſidering how much ſhe is 
expos'd in her .own, and how ſafe in 
their Keeping, tis the wiſeſt Thing the 
can do to put her ſelf under, protection i 
And then if they have a tolerable Opi- 
nion of her Senſe, and not their Vanity, 
but ſome better Principle diſpoſes them 
to do ſomething out of the Way, and 
to appear more generous than the reſt of 
their Sex, they'll. condeſcend to dictate 
to her, and impart ſome of their Prero- 
gative, Books and Learning. Tis fit 
indeed, that ſhe ſhould intirely depend 

ä : Crutches 
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Crutches they are pleas d to lend her; 
Notions to fet her a prating, 1 ſhould 
have ſaid, to make ber entertaining, and 
the Fiddle of the Company, her Tutor's 
Time was not ill beftowed: And it were 
a diverting Scene to ſee her ſtript; like the 
Fay, of her borrowed Feathers, but he, 
good Man, has not ill Nature enough 
_ FRE Pleaſure in it! You may accuſe” 

him, perhaps, for giving fo much E 

couragement to a Woman's Vanity, but 
your Accuſation is groundleſs, Vanity 
being a Diſeaſe the Sex will always be 
guilty of; nor is it a Reproach to them, 
fince Men of Learning and Senſe are 
oyer-run with it. 


Bor u Hi" W. Women whoſe 
Underſtandings are worth the Manage- ; 
ment, their Eftates are much more ca- 
pable of Improvement. No Woman, : 
much leſs a Woman of Fortune, is ever 
fit to be her own Miſtreſs, and he who 
has not the Vanity to think what much 
finer Things he could perform, had he 


" _ . 
the Management of her Fortune; or ſo 


much Partiality and Self- love, a as to fanſ A : 
it can't be better beſtow'd than in making | 


his; will yet be ſo honeſt and humble, 
as to think that tis fit ſhe ſhould take 


his Affiſtance, as Steward at leaſt. For 
the good Man aſpires no further, he 


would only take the Trouble of her Af. 
fairs off her Hand; and the Senſe of her 
Condeſcenſion and his great Obligations, 
will for ever ſecure him 9 me 
like a Lord bk * 


Tur it's to Ho . are 
gradual, and - almoſt imperceptible, and 
when we are once on the Decline, we go 
down without taking Notice on't ; were 
it not for this, one could not account for 


ten ſee. For there was a Time, no 


_ when a Woman could: * 


Ma $05" as hacking to ogy 8 


Man been ſo impolitick as to diſcover 


the 


8 * * 6 


& Bar to their Succeſs. 
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the leaſt Intimation of ſuch a Deſign, he : 
had given Her a fufficient Antidote 


againft it. This your wiſe Men äre well 


ſatisfied of, and underſtand their owt 
Intereſt too well to let their Deſign go 
bare-fac'd,' for that would effe@ually- put 
eſs. So innocent are 
they, that they had not the leaſt Thought 


at firſt of what their good Fortune aſter- 


watds leads them to! They would draw 
upon him, (if they wear a Sword) or 
fly in her Face who ſhould let fall the 
leaſt Hint that they had ſuch Intentions; 


aud tlüs very Eagernefs to avoid the 


* Suſpicion, is a ſhrewd: IRE an 


eee, % frage 


Bor . ſhall an n ch Lady 
ker Banga, whit bell ibe;haflicat: 


do give her friendly Notice? If you do 


nable, ſhe: will hardly forgive the Af 


it ere ſhe is reſolv'd, though with all 


che Friendſhip and Tenderneſs imagi- 


offer her an Outrage by entertaining ſuch 
a Thought, and tis ten to one if you 
pit are 
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are not,afterwards accus'd for putting in 
her Head what otherwiſe ſhe could ne'er 
have dreamt of. And when no direct 
Proof can 1 be offer; d, when matter of 
Prudence is the only Thing in Queſtion, 
every Body has ſo good an Opinion of 
their o.] Underſtanding, as to think 
their o.] Way the beſt. And when 
ſhe has her Innocence and fair Intentions 
to oppoſe your Fears and Surmiſes, and 
m_ 


does her ſelf, to be more dif 
ee. and diligent in your Watch- 
fulneſa, or to 4 Weiber in what ſo near- 


Her Ruin is cm too far advanced 


to be prevented, ere you can in Goode 
breeding reach out a Hand to help her. 
tangled in the Snare, if Love, or rather 
a blind unreaſonable Fondneſs, which 
uſurps the Name of that noble Paſſion, 
has gain'd on her, Reaſon and Perſua- 
ſion may as: properly be urg d to the 
Folks in Bethlem, as to her. Tell her 
of this World, the is got aboye it, and 

= has 


pretend to wiſh her better 


” 
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: Word, do more Miſchief than we can 


tinue in it. Beſides, ſome are ſo ill ad- 
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has no Regard to its impertinent Cen- 
ſures; tell her of the next, the laughs 
at you, and will never be convinc d that 


Actions which are not expreſſy forbid 
can be Criminal, though they proceed 


from, and muſt neceſſarily be reduc'd 
to ill Principles, though they give Of- 


fence, are of ill Example, injure our 
Reputation, which, next to our Inno- 


cence, we are obliged, as Chriſtians, to 


take the greateſt Care of; and, in a 


readily imagine. Tell her of her own 
Good, you appear yet more ridiculous, 
for who can judge of her Happineſs but 
her ſelf? And whilſt our Hearts are 


violently ſet upon any thing, there is 


no convincing us that we ſhall ever be 


of another Mind. Our Paſſions want no 


Advocates, they are always furniſh'd 
with plauſible Pretences, and thoſe very 


Prejudices, which gave riſe to this un- 


reaſonable Paſſion, will for certain give 
her Obſtinacy enough to juſtify and con- 


vis'd as to'think to 92 one Indiſ- 
cretion 
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ctetion with, another; they would not 
have it thought they have made a falſe 
Step, in once giving Countenance to 
that which is not fit to be continued. 
perhaps the Lady might be willing 
enough to throw off the Intruder at firſt, 
but wanted Courage to get above the 
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ſhe ſuffers him to buz about her, ſhe will 
find it the harder to get rid of his Im- 
portunities. By all which it appears, 
that ſhe who really intends to be ſecure, 


muſt keep at the greateſt Diſtance from 


Danger, "ſhe muſt not grant the laß In- 


dulgence, where | * il "ny 2 be 


| n JÞ 
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man can never be in Safety who allows 
a Man Opportunity to betray her. Fre- 
quent Converſation does for certain pro- 
duce either Averſion or Liking, and 
when 'tis once come to Liking, it de- 
pends on the Man's Generofity not to 
improve it farther, and where can one 


find an Inſtance that this ivany Security? 


H 3 There 
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There are (very; many indeed which 
ſhew it is none. How ſenſible ſoever a 
Woman may appear of another's Indiſ- 
cretion, if ſhe will tread in the ſame 
Steps, though but for a little Way, ſhe 
gives us no: Aſſurance that ſhe will not 
fall into the ſame Folly; ſhe may per- 
haps intend very well, but ſhe puts it 
paſt her Power to fulfil her good Inten- 
tions. Even thoſe who have forfeited 
their Diſcretion, the moſt yaluable Jewel 
next to their Vertue, and without which 
Vertue it ſelf is but very weak and faint, 
*tis like, were once as well reſolw'd as 
ſhe; they had the very ſame Thoughts, 


they made the ſame Apologies, and their 


Reſentment would have been every whit 


as great againſt thoſe who could have 
imagined they ſhould ſo far forget them- 
Adyes. | -:+ 3-06 7 


Ir were cndleſs to reckon up the di- 
vers Stratagems Men uſe to catch their 
Prey, their different Ways of inſinuating, | 
which vary with Circumſtances, and the 
Lady's Temper, but how unfairly, how 
baſely 
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baſely ſoever. they proc eed, when the 
Prey is once caught, it paſſes for lawful 
Prize, and other Men having the ſame 
Hopes and Projects, ſee nothing to find 
Fault with, but that it was not their 
own good Fortune. They may exclaim 
againſt it perhaps in a Lady's Hearing, 
but it is only to keep themſelves from 
being ſuſpected, and to give the better 
Colour to their own Deſigns. Some- 
times a Woman is cajol'd, and ſometimes 
hector'd, ſhe is ſeduc'd to love a Man, 
or aw'd into a Fear of him : He defends 
her Honour againſt another, or aſſumes 
the Power of blaſting it himſelf; was 
willing to paſs for one. of no Conſe 
quence till he could make himſelf con- 
ſiderable at her Coſt. He might be ad- 
mitted at firſt to be her; Feft, but he 
carries on the Humour ſo far till he 
makes her Hi,; he will either entertain 
or ſerve her as Occaſion offers, and ſome 
Way or other gets himſelf intruſted with 
her Fortune, her Fame, or her Soul. 
Allow him but a frequent and free Con- 
verſation, and there's no manner of Que- 

e  * 8 {tzon 
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ſtion but that his Ingenuity and Appli- | 
cation, will, at one Time or N get 


oy ATCA" over her. 


AND generally the more humble and 


undeſigning a Man appears, the more 


improbable it looks that he ſhould date 
to pretend, the greater Caution ſhould be 
us'd againft him. A bold Addreſs and 


good Aſſurance may ſometimes, but does 


not always, take. To a Woman of 
Senſe an artificial Modeſty and Humility 


is a thouſand times more dangerous, for 


he only draws back to receive the more 
Encouragement, and ſhe regards not 


What Advances ſhe makes towards him, 


who ſeems to underſtand himſelf and the 
World ſo well as to be incapable of ma- 


king an ill Uſe of them, Would it not 


be unreaſonable, and a Piece of III- 
breeding, to be ſhy of him who has no 
Pretenfions, or only ſuch as are Juſt and 
Modeſt? What Hurt in a Viſit ? Or what 
if Viſits grow a little more frequent? 
The Man has ſo much Diſcernment, as 
to reliſh her Wit and Humour, and can 


{he 
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ſne d leſs than be Partial to him who 
is ſo juſt to-tier? He ſtrives to pleaſe 
and to render himſelf agreeable, or ne- 
ceſſary, perfiaps, and hoe ver will make 
it his Buſineſs, may find Ways enough 
to do it. For they know but little of 
Human Nature, they never conſulted 
their own Hearts, who are not ſenſible 
what Advances a well - manag' d Flattery 
makes; eſpecially from a Perſon of whoſe 
Wit and Senſe one has à good Opinion. 
His Wit at firſt recommends his Flat- 
teries, and theſe, in Requital, ſet off his 
Wit; and ſhe who has been us d to 
this high- ſeaſon d Diet, will e ever 
reliſh another Converſation, 


. Havrne got thus Sans be ſure he 
is not wanting to his good Fortune, but - 
drives on to an Intimacy, or what they 
are pleas d, now a-days, though very 
unjuſtly, to call a Friendſhip; all ĩs ſafe 

under this ſacred Character, which ſets 

them above little Aims and mean De- 
ſigns. A Character that muſt be con- — 
W with the niceſt Honour, allows = 
| FH * the 
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the greateſt Truſts, leads to the higheſt 
Improvements, is attended with the pureſt 
Pleaſures and moſt rational Satisfaction 
And what if the malicious World, en- 
vious of his Happineſs, ſhould take Of- 
fence at it, ſince he has taken all due 
Precautions, fach unjuſt and ill- natur d 
Cenſures are not to be regarded; for his 
Part the Diſtance that is between them 
checks all aſpiring Deſires, but her Con- 
verſation is what he muſt not, cannot 
want: Life is inſipid, and not to be en- 
dur'd without it; and he is too much 
the Lady's Friend, has too juſt a Value 
for her, to entertain a Thought to her 
Diſadvantage. lift 


Nov if once it is come to this, Gon 
help the poor Woman ! for not much 
Service can be done her by any of her 
Friends on Earth, 'That Pretender, to 
be fure, will be the Darling, he will 
worm out every other Perſon, - though 
ever ſo kind and diſintereſted. For tho 
true Friends will endeavour to pleaſe in 
order to ſexye, their Complaiſance never 
511 S. 7 { | goed 
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goes ſo far as to prove injurious 3 the F 
beloved Fault is what they chicfly ſtrike ; 
at, and this the Flatterer always ſooths; 
ſo that at laſt he becomes the moſt 20 
ceptable Company, and they Who are 


conſcious of their own Integrity, are not 
apt to bear ſuch an unjuſt Diſtinction, 


nor is it by this Time to any Purpoſe to 


remonſtrate the Danger of ſuch an In- 
timacy. When a Man, and for certain 


much more when a Woman, is fallen i in- 


to this Toil, that is, When either have 


been ſo _unwary and indiſcreet as to let 


another find aut by what Artifices he 
may manage their Self-love, and draw 
it over to his Party, tis too late for any 


one who is really their F Send, to break 


the Snare and diſabuſe eee 


NzI THE R " ax cares to deny them 


ſelves that which pleaſes, eſpecially 
when they think they may innocently 


indulge it; and nothing pleaſes more 


than the being Admir'd and Humour'd. 


We .may be told of the Danger, and 


ſhewn. the Fall of others, but though 
their 


— 
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their Misfortunes are eyef ſo often of ſo 
lively repreſented to us, we are all'fo 
well aſſur'd of our own good Conduct, 
as to believe it will bring us ſafe off 
thoſe Rocks on which others have been 
Shipwreckd. We ſuppoſe it in our 
Power to ſhorten the Line of our Li- 
berty whenever we think fit, not con- 
fidering that the farther we run, we ſhall 
be the more unwilling to retreat, and 
unable to judge when a Retreatis neceſ- 
fary. A Woman does not know that 
ſhe is more than half loſt when ſhe ad- 
mits of theſe Suggeſtions ; that thoſe Ar- 
guments ſhe brings for. continuing a 
Man's Converſation, prove only that the 

ought to have quitted it ſooner ; that 
Liking inſenſibly converts to 10e, and 
that when ſhe admits a Man to be her 
Friend, tis his Fault if he does not make 
himſelf her Husband, | 


_ And if Men, even the Modeſteſt and 
the Beſt, are only in purſuit of their own 
Deſigns, when they pretend to do the 
Lady Service; ; If the Honour they 

would 
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diſhonourable Action; and they haye 
all that good Opinion of themſelves ag 


to take every thing for Encouragement, 


ſo that ſhe who goes beyond a bare Ci- 
vility, though ſhe meant no more than 


Reſpect, will find it interpreted a Favour, 


and made ill Uſe of, (for Favours, how 
innocent ſoevyer, never turn to a Lady's 
Advantage) what Shadow of a Pretence 
can a Woman have for admitting an In- 
timacy with a Man, whoſe principles 
are known to be Looſe, and his Practices 
Licentious ? can ſhe expect to be fufe 
with him who has ruin'd others, and 
by the very fame Methods he takes with 
her ? If an Intimacy with a Man of a 
fair Character gives Offence, with a Man 
of an ill one, tis doubly and trebly 
ſcandalous. And fuppoſe neither her 


Fortune nor Beauty can tempt him, he 


has his ill-natur'd Pleaſure in deftroying 


that Vertue he will not practiſe, or if 


that can't be done, in blaſting the Re- 


the 


uþo 10% 
ould ſeem to de her, tends only to led 
her into an imprudent, and therefore 4 
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the World believe he has made a Con- 
* though he has found a Foil. . 


Is the Man be the Woman' 8 « Inforior, 


beſides all the Dangers formerly men- 
tion'd, and thoſe juſt now taken Notice 


of, ſhe gives ſuch a Countenance to his 
Vices, as renders her in great meaſure, 


Partaker in them; and, it can ſcarce be 


thought in ſuch 8 a Wo- 
man could like the Man if ſhe were not 


reconcil'd to his Faults. Is he her 


Equal, and no unſuitable Match, if his 
Deſigns are fair, why don't they Marry, 


ſince they are ſo well pleas'd with each 


other's Conyerſation, which in this State 
only can be frequently and ſafely al- 
low'd ? Is he her Better, and ſhe hopes, 
by catching him, to make her Fortune, 
alas! the poor Woman is neither ac- 
quainted with the World nor her ſelf ; 
ſhe neither knows her own Weakneſs, 
nor his Treachery, and though he gives 
her ever ſo much Encouragement to 
this vain Hope, tis only in order to ac- 
compliſh her Ruin. To. be ſure the 

| more 
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} more Freedom ſhe allows, the more ſhe 
leſſens his Eſteem, and that's not likely 


to increaſe a real; though whe 
tended Kindneſs; ſhe ought to fly, if 


ſhe would have King purſue, the ſtricteſt 


Vertue and ae e the any yo 
to 1 lim. 
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Azores and Rophcnt©s are my 
a a Guard, ſuch a Security to poor 
_defenceleſs Woman, that whenever a 
Man has ill Deſigns on her, he is ſure to 
make a Breach into one or both of theſe, 
by endeavouring either to corrupt her 
Principles, to make her leſs: ſtrict in De- 
votion, or to leſſen her Value of a fair 
Reputation, and would perſuade her, 
that leſs than ſhe imagines will ſecure 
her as to the next World, and that not 
much Regard is to be given to the Cen- 
ſures of this. Or if this be too hold at 
firſt, and will not paſs with her, he has 
another Way to make even her Love to 
Vertue contribute to its Ruin, by per- 
ſuading her it never ſhines as it ought, 
* it is expos d, and that ſhe has no 

Reaſon 
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has try-:d.it. .. An Opinion of the worſt 
Conſequence: that may be, and the moſt 
miſchievous to a Woman, . becauſe it is 


calculated to feed her Vanity, and tende 


indeed to her utter Ruin. For, can it 


be fit to ruſh into Temptations, when 


we are taught every Day to pray againſt 


them? If che Trials of our Vertue render 


it illuſtrious, tis ſuch Trials as Heaven 
own ſeeking. It holds true of both 
Sexes, that next to the Divine Grace a 
modeſt, Diſtruſt of themſel ves is their 
beſt Security, none being ſo oſten and 
ſo ſhamcfully foil'd, as thoſe Who de- 
. moſt on their nw: n 
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one cannot ſay. tis always juſt, yet ge- 
nerally it has a Foundation, great Re- 
gard is to be paid to it, and very good 
Uſe to be made of it. Others may be in 
Fault for paſſing their Cenſures, but we 
e een if we give them any the 

, leaſt 
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leaſt juſt Occafion. And ſince Reputa» 
tion is not only one of the Rewards of 
Vertue, that which always ought, and 
generally does attend it, but alſo a Guard 
againſt Evil, an Inducement to GO, 
and a great Inſtrument in the Hand of 
the Wiſe to promote the common Cauſe 
of Vertue; the being Prodigal of the 
one, looks as if we ſet no great Value 
on the other, and ſhe who abandons her 
any wins is uor elbe 9; We 
62 | 
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A WoMa'N therefore can never have 
too nice a Senſe of Honour, provided 
ſhe does not prefer it before her Duty; 
. an never be too careful to ſecure 
cion . a Cri e, = even Wanna the 
Shadow / of as; 'Indiſcretion. Tis well 
worth her while to renounce the moſt 
Entertaining, and, what ſome perhaps, 
will call the moſt Improving Company, 
rather Ar give the World a juſt N 
des the Injury. that. is dane Relighnny 
"iS which 
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Which enjoins us to avoid the very Ap- 
pearance of Evil, and to do nothing but 
what is of good Report, ſhe puts her 
ſelf too much in a Mat's Power, who 
will run ſuch a Riſque for his Converſa- 
tion, and expreſſes ſuch a Value for him, 
as cannot fail of 1 ne uſe of to 2 
het a OT” Age 983; 0 
| PRESERVE your Diſtance PRE 8 
out of the Reach of Danger, fly if you 
would be ſafe, be ſure to be always on 
the Reſerve, not ſuch as is Moroſe and 
Affected, but Modeſt and Diſcreet, your 
Caution cannot be too great, nor your 
Foreſight reach too far; there's nothing, 
or what is next to nothing, a little A- 
muſement and entertaining Converſation, 

loft by this,” but all is hazarded * 

other. A Man underſtands his own 

Merit too well to loſe his Time wy 'A 
Woman's Company, were it not to di- 
vert himſelf at her Coſt, to turn her in- 
to a Jeſt, or ſomething worſe. And 
where- ever you ſee great Aſſiduities, when 
a * inſinuates into the Diverſions and 
n Humours 
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Humours of the Lady, liking and ad- 
miring whatever ſhe does, though at the 
ſame Time he ſeems to keep a due Di- 
ſtance, or rather exceeds in the pro- 
foundeſt Reſpect; Reſpect being all he 
dare at preſent pretend to: when a more 
than ordinary Deference is paid; when 
ſomething particular appears in the Look 
and Addreſs, and ſuch an Obſequiouſ- 
neſs in every Action, as nothing could 
engage a Man to, who never forgets the 
Superiority of his Sex, but a Hope to be 
obſery'd in his Turn: Then, whatever 
the Inequality be, and how ſenſible ſo- 
ever he ſeems to be of it, the Man has 
for certain his Engines at work, the Mine 
is ready to be ſprung on the firſt Oppor- 
tunity, and 'tis well if it be not too late 
to n the OO n s Ruin. 


o wind up this Mattet; If a Wo- 
man were duly principled, and taught to 
know the World, eſpecially the true 
Sentiments that Men have of her, and 
the Traps they lay for her under ſo 
many gilded Compliments, and ſuch a 4 

I . ſeemingly 
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ſeemingly great Reſpect, that Diſgrace 
would be preyented which is brought 
upon too many Families; Women would 
Marry more diſcreetly, and demean 
themſelves better in a married State, than 
ſome People fay they do. The Foun- 
dation, indeed, ought to be laid deep 


and ſtrong, ſhe ſhould be made a good 


Chriſtian, and underſtand why the is ſo, 
and then ſhe will be every thing elfe 


that is Good. Men need keep no Spies 
on a Woman's Conduct, need have no 


Fear of her Vertue, or ſo much as of her 
Prudence and Caution, were but a due 
Senſe of true Honour and Vertue awa- 


ken'd in her; were her Reaſon excited 


and prepared to conſider the Sophiſtry of 
thoſe Temptations which would per- 
ſuade her from her Duty ; and were ſhe 
put in a way to know that it 1s both her 
Wiſdom and Intereſt to obſerve it: ſhe 
would then duly examine and weigh all 
the Circumſtances, the Good and Eyil 
of a married State, and not be ſurprized 
with unforeſeen Inconveniencies, and 
either never conſent to be a Wile, or 
make 
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would ſhew her what Human Nature is 
as well as what it ough# to he, and teach 
her not only hat ſhe may juſtly expect, 
but what ſhe muſt be content with; 
would enable her to cure ſome Faults, 
and patiently to ſuffer what ſhe cannot 


IxpEE D nothing can aſſure Obedi- 
ence, and render it what it ought to be, 
but the Conſcience of Duty, the paying 
it for Gop's ſake. Superiors don't right- 
ly underſtand their own Intereſt when 
they attempt to put out their Subjects 
Eyes to keep them Obedient. A blind 
Obedience is what a Rational Creature 
ſhould never pay, nor would ſuch an 
one receive it, did he rightly underſtand 
its Nature. For Human Actions are no 
otherwiſe valuable, than as they are con- 
formable to Reaſon; but a blind Obe- 
dience is an 2 0 without Reaſon, 
for ought we know, againſt jt. G op 
himſelf does not require our Obedience 
at this rate; he lays before us the Good- 
| 11 neſs 
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neſs and Reaſoriableneſs of his Laws, 
and were there any thing in them whoſe 
Equity we could not readily compre- 
hend, yet we have this clear and ſuffi- 
cient Reaſon, on which, to found our 
Obedience, that nothing but what's juſt 
and fit, can be enjoin'd by a Juſt,'a 
Wiſe, and Gracious Go p; but this is a 


| Reaſon will never hold in reſpe& of 


Mens Commands, unleſs they can proye 


themſelves Infallible, and e Pune 
Im nt too. 


| 17 is therefore very much a Man's 
Intereſt, that Women ſhould be good 


Chriſtians; for in this, as in every other 


Inſtance, he who does his Duty, finds his 
own Account in it. Duty and true In- 
tereſt are one and the ſame Thing, and 


he who thinks otherwiſe is to be pitied 


for being ſo much in the Wrong: But 
what can be more the Duty of the Head, 


than to inſtruct and improve thoſe who 
are under Government ? She will freely 
leave him the quiet Dominion of this 
World, whoſe Thoughts and Expecta- 


tions 


a: a 


tions are plac d on the next. A Profpe& 
of Heaven, and that only, will cure that 


Ambition which all generous: Minds are 


fill'd with, not by taking it away, but 


by placing it on à right Object. She 
will diſcern a Time when her Sex ſhall 
be no Bat to the beſt Employments, the 


higheſt Honour; a Time when that Di- 
ſtinction, now ſo much us'd to her Pre- 
judice, ſnall be no more; but, provided 
ſhe is not wanting to her ſelf, her Soul 
ſhall ſhine as bright as the greateſt: He- 
roe's. This is a true, and indeed, the 
only Conſolation; this makes her a ſuffi 
cient: Compenſation for all the Neglect 


and Contempt the ill- grounded Cuſtoms 
of the World throw on her; for all the 
Injuries brutal Power may do her, and 


is a ſufficient Cordial to ſupport her Spi- 


rits, be her Lot in this World what 1 


may. * * 2 i ö 1 I £ +; 4 3 1 4 OV 
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Bur ſome ſage Perſons. may, per- 
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haps object, that were Women allowed 


to improve themſelves, and not, amongſt i 
other nn driven back by the 
1 3 wiſe i 


* 


' n 8 
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wiſe Jeſts\and'Seoffs that are put upon a 
Woman of Senfe or Learning, a Philoſo- 
phical Lady, as ſhe is call'd by way of 
Rillicule ; they would be too wiſe, and 

too good for che Men: I' grant it, for 
vicidus and fooliſh Men. Nor is it to 
be: wonder'd that He is afraid he ſhould 


. noi be able to Govern them were their 
Underſtandings improy'd, Who is re- 


ſaly d not to take too much Pains with 
bis own. But theſe, tis to be hoped, 
are no very conſiderable Number, the 
Fooliſh at leaſt; and therefore this is ſo 
far from deng an Argument againſt 
Womens Improvement, that it is a ſtrong 
one for it, if we do but ſuppoſe the Men 
to be as capable of Improvement as the 


Women; but much more, if, according 


to Tradition, we believe they have 
greater Capacities, This, if any thing, 


would ſtir them up to be what they 


ought, and not permit them to waſte 


their Time and abuſe their Faculties in 


the Service of their irregular Appetites 


and unreaſonable. DO and fo let 


poor comemptible Women, who have 


bun MArxIAGE. 
is truly excellent. Tliis would make 


Mind ad beer than in Sag Wet 
ſion for the Fleſh to fulfil the” Lufts 
thereof, fince Women, by a wiſer Con- 
duct, have brought themſelves to fuch 
a Reach of Thought, to ſuch Exactneſs 
of Judgment, ſuch Clearneſs and Strength 
of Reaſoning, ſuch Purity and Elevation 
of Mind, ſuch Command of their | Paſ- 
fions, ſuch Regularity of Will and Af 
| fetion, and, in a Word, to ſuch a Pitch 
of Perſection, as the Human Soul is ca- 
pable of attaining in this Life 'by the 


Grace of God; ſuch true Wiſdom, ſach 


real Greatneſs, as though it does not 


qualify them to make a Noiſe in this 
World, to found or overturn E * pires, | 


yet it qualifies them for what is infinite- 
ly better, a Kingdom that cannot. be 


moy'd, an incorruptible Crown of Glory. 


BESIDES, it were ridiculous to ſup- 
| poſe, that a Woman, were ſhe ever ſo 
much improy'd, could come near the 
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toppiug Genius of the Men, and there- 
fore why ſhould they envy or diſcourage 
her ? Strength of Mind goes along with 
Strength of Body, and 'tis only for ſome 
odd Accidents which Philoſophers | have 
not yet thought worth while to enquire 
into, that. the ſturdieſt Porter is not the 
wiſeſt Man! As therefore the Men have 
the Power in their Hands, ſo there's no 
Diſpute. of their having the Brains to 
manage it! Can we ſuppoſe there is ſuch 
a Thing as good Judgment and Senſe 
upon Earth, if it is not to be found 
among them: Do not they, generally 
ſpeaking, do all the great Actions and 
conſiderable Buſineſs of this World, and 
leave, that of the next to the Women? 
Their Subtlety in forming Cabals and 
laying deep Deſigns, their Courage and 
Conduct in breaking through all Tyes, 
ſacred and civil, to effect them, not only 
advances them to the Poſt of Honour, 
and keeps them ſecurely in it for twenty 
or thirty Years, but gets them a Name, 
and conveys it down to Poſterity for 
ſome Hundreds; and who would loox 


any 


es bt AK R 1 "i 11 
any further ? Juſtice and Injuſtice” are 
adminiſtred by their Hands, Courts and 
Schools are fill'd with theſe Sages ; tis . 

Men who diſpute for Truth, as well as | 
Men who argue againſt it : Hiſtories are 
writ by them; they recount each other's 
great Exploits, and have always done i 
ſo. All famous Arts have their Original | 4 
from Men, even from the Invention of : 
Guns, to the Myſtery of good Eating. 
And to ſhew that nothing f is beneath 
their Care, any more than above their 
Reach, they have brought Gaming to 
an Art and Science, and a more Profit- 

able and Honourable one too, than any 
of thoſe that us d to be call d Liberal 
Indeed, what is it they can't perform, 
when they attempt it? The Strength of 
their Brains ſhall be every whit as con- 

ſpicuous at their Cups, as in a Senate- 

Houſe, and, when they pleaſe, they can 

make it paſs for as ſure a Mark of Wiſ- 
dom, to drink deep, as to reaſon pro- 
foundly; a greater Proof of Courage, 
and conſequently of Underſtanding, to 
dare the Vengeance of Heaven it ſelf, 


than 


. 2 
. 
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than to ſtand the Raillery of fore a, 
worſt of * Fellow Creatures! 


Ace it may be ſaid, If i Wiſe's 
caſe be as it is here repreſented, it is 
not good for a Woman to marry, and 
ſo there s an End of Human Race. But 
this is no fair Conſequence, for all that 
can Juftly be inferr'd from hence, is, 

that a Woman has no. mighty Obliga- 
| 175 to the Man who makes Love to 

z ſhe has no Reaſon to be fond of 
_— a Wife, or to reckon it a Piece of 
Preferment when ſhe is taken to be a 
Man's  Upper-Servant ; it is no Advan- 
tage to her in this World; if rightly 
manag'd it may prove one as to the 
next. For ſhe who marries purely to 
do good, to educate Souls for Heaven, 
who can be ſo truly mortified as to lay 
aſide her own Will and Deſires, to pay 
ſuch an intire Submiſſion for . Life, to 
one whom ſhe cannot be ſure will al- 
ways deſerve it, does certainly perf 
a more ee Action, than all the fa- 
mous 


upon: Marr AGE. 
mous Maſculine Heroes can boaſt 1 
the ſuffets 4 continual Martyrdom to 
bring Glory to G op, and Benefit to 
Mankind; which Conſideration, indeed, 
may c her through all in 


bat to ve Fen who. Proves perhaps 
ſo much worſe than a Brute, as to make 


this Condition yet more grie vous than it 
needed to be. She has need of a ſtrong 
Reaſon, of a truly Chriſtian and well. 
temper'd Spirit, of all the Aſſiſtance the 
beſt Education can give her, and ought 
to have ſome good Aſſurance of her own 
Firmneſs and Vertue, who ventures n 
ſuch a Trial; and for this Reaſon tis 
leſs to be wonder'd at that Women 

marry off in haſte, for perhaps if they 
took Time to conſider and reflect upon 
it, they ſeldom would daf. 


T © . Neben Ire ſaid n more 
than moſt Men will thank me for; 
cannot help it, for how much ſoever ? 
OF | 125 theix F riend and humble Ser- 

1 yant» 


124 


REFTL ECT ION 


vant, 1 am more a Friend to r 


Truth is ſtrong, and ſome time or other 
will prevail; nor is it for their Honour, 
and therefore one would think not for 
their Intereſt, to be partial to them- 
ſelves and unjuſt to others. They may 
fancy I have made ſome "Diſcoveries, 
which, like Arcana Imperii, ought to 'be 
kept ſecret ; but, in good earneſt, I do 
them more Honour than to ſuppoſe their 
lawful Prerogatives need any mean Arts 
to ſupport them. If they have uſurp'd, 
1 love Juſtice too much to wiſh Succeſs 
and Continuance to Uſurpations, whichs 
though ſubmitted to out of Prudence, 
and for Quietneſs ſake, yet leave any bn 
body free to regain their lawful Right 
whenever they have Power and Oppor- 
tunity. I don't ſay that Tyranny bag ht, 
but we find in Fa, that it provokes 
the Oppreſs'd to throw off even a law- 
ful Yoke that ſits too heavy: And if he 
who is freely elected, after all his fair 
Promiſes, and the fine Hopes he rais'd, 
proves a Tyrant, the Conſideration that 
108 he 


he was one's own: Choice, will not r 


is very unreaſonable, yet we ſee tis the 


Courſe of the World, not only to return 
Injury for Injury, but Crime for Crime; 


both Parties indeed are Guilty, but the 
Aggreſſors have a double Guilt, they 
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one more Submiſſive and Patient, but 1 
fear, more Reſractory. For though it 


have not only their own, but their 


Neighbour's Ruin to anſwer for. 


As to the Female Reader, I hope ſhe 


will allow T'ye endeayoured to do her 


Juſtice ; not betray'd her Cauſe as her 


Advocates uſually do, under. Pretence of 
defending it. A Practice too mean for 
any to be guilty of who have the leaſt 
Senſe of Honour, and who do any more 
than meerly pretend to it. I think I 


have held the Balance even, and not 


being conſcious of Partiality, I ask no 
Pardon for it. To plead for the Op- 


preſs'd, and to defend the Weak, ſeem'd - 


to me a generous Undertaking 5 for 
though it may be ſecure, tis not al- 


Ways 
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very happy State for Men, if they think 
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ways Honourable, to run over to the 
ſtrongeſt Party. And if ſhe 'infers from 
what has been ſaid, that Marriage is 4 


fit to make it ſo; that they govern the 


World, they have Preſeription on their 


Side; Women are too weak to diſpute 
it with them, therefore they, as all oth 


Governors, are moſt, if not only, ac- 


countable for what's amiſs; for whe- 
ther other Goyernments in ts Origi- 
nal, were or were not confer'd accord- 
ing to the Merit of the Perſon, yet cer- 
tainly in this Caſe, if Heaven has ap- 


pointed the Man to govern, it has Qua- 


lified him for it: So far I agree with 
her : But if ſhe goes on to infer, that 


therefore, if a Man has not theſe Qua- 


he forfeits it, I muſt leave her there. A 


lifications, where is his Right? That if 
he miſemploys, he abuſes it? And if he 
abuſes, according to modern Deduction, 


peaceable Woman, indeed, will not car- 
ry it ſo far, ſhe will neither queſtion her 
Husband's Right, nor his F itneſs to 

. govern, 
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govern, but how? Not as an abſolute 
Lord and Maſter, with an arbitrary and 

tyrannical Sway, but as Reaſon go- 
yerns and conducts a Man, - by: propoſing 
what is juſt and fit.” And the Man wii 
acts according to that Wiſdom he aſ- 
ſumes, who would have that Superiority 
he pretends to, acknowledged juſt, will 
receive no Injury by any thing that has 
been offered here. A Woman will value 
Him the more who is ſo wile and good, 
when ſhe diſcerns how much he excel 
the reſt of his noble Sex; the leſs he re- 
quires, the more will he merit that 
Eſteem and Deference, which thoſe who 
uaqare fo forward to exact, ſeem conſcious 
N they don't deſerve. So then the Man's 
Prerogative is not at all infring'd;, whalft 
f the Woman's Pri vileges are ſecured ; and 
e if any Woman think her ſelf injur d, 
ſhe has a Remedy in reſerve, which few 
Men will envy, or endeavour to rob her 
of, the Exerciſe and Improvement of 
hes Vertue 1 and the e of it 
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was of Opinion, that the Caſe of married 
Women, in compariſon of that of their 


Husbands, was not a little hard and un- 


am apt to think, that a Husband is in 
no deſirable Situation; his Honour is in 


his Wife's keeping, and what Man of 


Honour can be ſatisfied with the Con- 
duct which the Licentiouſneſs of the Age 
not only permits, but would endeayour 
to authorize as a Part of good Breeding? 
And what makes his Caſe the worſe, he 
muſt diſſemble his Uneaſineſs, ſtifle his 
Reſentments, and not dare to take the 


proper Methods of prevent ing and curing 
the Diſorder. 


So .great is our Corruption, that ſuch 
as pretend to make a true Eftimate of 
Human. Life, and very freely Satirize 
both Sexes for. leſſer Crimes, are not 
aſham'd to recommend this, preſcribing 


a known Sin as a Cure ſor what is not 


*:  abſo- 


upon” owt, 
_ abſolutely unlawful in it. ſelf, though - 
very pernicious in its neee will 
ances: OO ITY. 72777 Ih 

© Nori I wout in Gal _ 
| Jopfrefor Gaming, which, when carriedto. 
Exrxeſs, is ruinous to both Sexes, eſpecial. 
ly to Women; who, when given to this 
vice, diſregard their Husbands, and Oeco- 
nomy, negle& the Education of the 
Children, ſpend their Fortunes as much 
as they can, and, which is not the leaſt 
Inconveniency, when they loſe to Men 
more than they are able to pay, they 
give their Creditor Opportunity to- make 
inſolent Demands. But ſure, any Huſ- 
beni, 1 bor fable 16. che ow 
Degree of Infamy, had rather his Wife 
mould waſte his Money at Quudrille, 
than Intrigue witk a Colonel. I, Sin yon 
muſh (ſays an admirable Author, whoſe 
Panegyricks are e and mo Jun 
Panegyricks) | 
© mee kth Ne Guide 5 
Love has fome ſoft Excuſe — 5 


P Pride. 
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Cx We read this ne das 
of this very moral Satiriſt, without re- 


membring what the P/almi// ſays of 


ſome of hie Cotemporaries ; : When thou 


fſaweſt a Thief thou conſentedſ} unto him, 


aud haſt, been Partaktr with the Adultery? 


For, ſure of all other Thieves he is the 
moſt criminal, who (under Pretence of 
Friendſhip, perhaps) robs a Man of his 
moſt valued Effects, deprives him of his 
OR and: of the and Comfort 
en Hi ,V Minz vac 


\ 
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a ae as WIE "OY 
ouſly to both, miſcall their brutal Appe- 


tite, are very different from what our 


Author would repreſent them. Variety 
by no Means anſwers the End, of Na- 
ture in providing for Poſterity. And 
enough has been ſaid, to ſhew, that 
ſuch Profeſſions of Love are moſt abuſive, 
and the Effect of their Paſſion the moſt out- 
rageous Injury that Hatred can produce: 


— 2 
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as * Sh: eee elegantly expreſſes it, 
than When a Man obtains his Deſires. 
And if ſhe conſents, ſhe renders her ſelf 
deſpicable in his Eyes as well as in the 
Eyes of others. Thus the Engliſh A 


very truly fings: 1 5 
| 62 2 7 N 4 | 
ö 
4 That urbicben She, who SON to einlly 
S Gr vhs e 


« Aue may Fig, but be N Depiſe 
Wnekvzx makes a true Eſtimate 
of Chriſtianity, who does not profeſs i it, 
becauſe as yet, tis the Religion of his 
Country, or for his Intereſt, or ſome 
ſuch worthy Motive; but upon full 
Oonviction of its Divine Authority, 
which he cannot want if he examines 5 
impartially, as à Matter of this Conſe- 
quence deſerves; ſuch à Man will find 
Chriſtianity requires the ſtricteſt Purity 
of Heart and Imagination, ſince in the 
thickeſt Darkneſs our Thoughts, as well 
as our Actions, are manifeſt to our Judge; 
and, that *whoeyer looks upon a Wo⸗ 
5 K 2 FE 
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man to Luſt aſter her, has committed 
Adultery with her en in * 
Heart. FSR 
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Horſe and Bulls, and al the brutal Kind, . 
Range o er the Field, to no one $he confi, \ 
They know wot Love, for Lowe is inthe Mind. 


Theſe fallowing Nature are exempt: from Blame, 


| Unconſcious or. of Guilt, Remorſe and Shame. . 


n Thought is e. to His 1 otÞ 


But Man, unhappy Man ! puts an his Light, 
Reaſon forſakes, to follow Appetite. ; PA 24 
Sinks down to Brute, and labours but in wain, 
Zo be like them, without Remorſe- or Shams 3- 
% Guilt, aun follows Pain. i | g 4 yl ; Ka | | | 


He ſees Who dwells in everlaſting er, 


WD Refieior is not bad Bngliſhz 
(now Governor is happily of 


af 


EA the Feminine Gender) guard- 
ed againſt Curioſity in vain: For 2 


certain ingenuous Gentleman, as ſhe is 


inform'd, had the Good- nature to own 
theſe Reflections, ſo far, as to affirm that 
he had the Original 478. in his Cloſet, 4 
Proof ſhe is not able to produce; and fo 
to make himſelf reſponſible for all their 
Faults, for which, ſhe returns him all 
due Acknowledgment. However, the 
Generality being of Opinion, that a Man 
would have had more Prudence and 
Manners than to have Publiſh'd fuch 
e unſea· 


r n W Fo, 
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unſeaſonable Truths, or to have betray d 
the Arcana Imperii of his Sex; ſhe hum- 
bly confeſfes, chat the Contrivance and 
Execution of this Deſign, which is un- 


fortunately accus'd of being ſo deſtru- 


ctive to the Government, (of the Men, 
1 mean) is intirely her own. She nei- 
ther advis'd with Friends, nor turn'd 


over antient or modern Authors, nor 
prudently ſubmitted to the Correction of 


ſuch as are, or ſuch. as rhinł they are 


good Judges, but with an Engliſh Spirit 


nor deſigning any thing but the publick 
Good, and to retrieve, if poſſible, the 


and Genius, ſet out upon the Forlorn 
Hope, meaning no Hurt to any body, 


Native Liberty, the Rights 4 Pave: 
ue of the dungen. Fat 


Far "a © n her to Air- up \Sedition 
of any ſort : none can abhor it more; 
and ſhe heartily wiſhes, that our Maſters 


would pay their Civil and Eccleſiaſtical 


Governors the ſame Submiſſion, which 


hey themſelves exact from their Do. 
6) meltick 
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meſtick Subjects Nor can ſhe imagine 
how "The 8 hs undermines the Maſ- 

flo the Trumpet 


of Rebellion to the Moiety of Mankind. 


Is it by exhorting Women, not to ex- 
pect to have their own Will in any 


thing,” but to be intirely Submiffive, 
when once they have made Choice of a 


Lord and Maſter, though te happen 


not to be ſo wiſe, ſo Kind, or even 1 
juſt a Governor as Was expected? She 
did not, indeed, adviſe them to think 
his Folly Wisdom, nor his Brutality, 
that Love and Worſhip" he promiſed 
in his ' Matrimonial Oath ; for this re- 
quired a Flight of Wit 451 Senſe much 
above her poor Ability, and proper only 
to Maſculine Underſtandings. However, 
ſhe did not* in any 1 manner prompt them 
to Reſiſt, or to Abdicate the Perjur d 
Spouſe, chough the Laws of Go D, and 


the Land, make ſpecial Proviſion for it, | 


in a Caſe, wherein, as is to be fear d, 
few Men can SY. wy Not 8 
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ing, and of that Superior Genius which | 
Men, as Men, lay claim to, ſhe was igno- 


nant of the Natural doferiority of our Sex, 


which our Maſters lay down as a Self- 


evident and Fundamental Truth. She 
ſaw. nothing in the Reaſon of Things, 


r 


cluſion, but much to the eontrary ;. it 
being Sedition at leaſt, if not Treaſon, to 
aſſert it in this Reign. For if by the 


Natural Superiority of their Sex, they 
mean, that every Man is by Nature ſu- 


perior to every Woman, which is the ob- 
vious Meaning, and that which muſt be 
ſtuck to if they would ſpeak Senſe, it 


would be a Sin in any Woman, to have 


Dominion over any Man, and the great- 
eſt Queen ought not to command, but 
to obey, her Footman: becauſe no Mu- 
nicipal Laws can ſuperſede or change 
the Law of Nature : So that if the Do- 
minion of the Men be ſuch, the Saligus 
Law, as unjuſt as Engliſh Men have ever 
thought it, ought to take Place over all 


the 
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the Earth, and the moſt glorious Reigns \-, = 
in the \Exg/;/b,. Daniſh, Cuſtilian, and 1 
* Annals, were wicked Violations WW 
Hs, Law * Nature 1 


7 \ 


n 


12 ES mean <ul ſome. Men are e ſu- 
perior to ſome Women, this is no great 
Diſcovery ; had they turn'd the Tables, 
they might have ſcen that /6me Women 
are ſuperior to ſome Men. Or had they | 
been pleaſed to remember their Oaths of 
_ Allegiance: and | Supremacy, they might Ws 
have known, that One Woman is ſupe- 
rior to All the Men in theſe Nations, or 
elſe they have ſworn to very little Pur- 
poſe. And it muſt not be ſuppos'd, 
that their Reaſon and Religion end 
ſuffer them to take Oaths, contrary to 
the Law of Nature and Reaſon of 
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11 all which it appears, that our Ke: 
flector's Ignorance is very pitiable; i 
may be her Misfortune, but not 155 
Crime, eſpecially ſince ſhe is willing to 
be better inform ' d, and 2 the ſhall 


6 never 
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never be ſo obſtinate as to ſhut her Eyes 
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againſt the Light of Truth, which is not 
to be charg d with Novelty, how late 
ſoever we may be bled with the Diſt 
covery. Nor can Error, be it as an- 


tient as it may, ever plead Preſeription 


againſt Truth. And fince the only way 


to remove all Doubts, to anſwer all Ob- 
jections, and to give the Mind entire 


Satisfaction, is not by Afﬀirming,” but by 
Proving, ſo that every one may ſce with 
their own Eyes, and judge according to 


the beſt of their own Underſtandings ; 


ſhe hopes it is no preſumption to inſiſt 


on this Natural Right of Judging for 


her ſelf, and the rather, becauſe by 


quitting it, we give up all the Means of 


Rational Convickion. Allow us then a8 


many Glaſſes as you pleaſe to help our 


Sight, and as many good Arguments as 
you can afford to convince our Under 
ſtandings : But don't exact of us, we be- 
ſeech you, to affirm that we ſee ſueh 
T hings as are only the Diſcovery of Men 


who haye quicker Senſes ; 3 or, that we 


* and know what we have by 
Hears 
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Hear-fay only; y for to be ſo excelſively 
Coniplaiſant, is neither ha ſee nor to un 
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＋ Har the Gr or the World, has 
put Women, generally ſpeaking, into a 


State of Subjection, is not denied; but 


the Right can no more be proy d from 


the Fact, chan the Predominancy of Vice | 


can juſtify it. A certain great Man, has 
endeayour'd to prove, by Reaſons riot 
eontemptible, that in the Ongi nal State 
of 'Things the Woman was'the Supetfor, 
and that her Subjection to the Man is an 


Effect of the Fall, and the Puniſhment | 
of her Sin: And, that ingenious Theo- 


riſt Mr. bi ton, aſſerts, That before 


man to conclude, that ſhe was made for 
the Service of G © b, and that this is her 
End. Becauſe GOD made all Things 
for Himſelf, and a rational Mind is too 


noble a Being to be made for the Sake 
and Service of any Creature, The Sei- 


þ £ | „ * 
lb: ON vice 


the Fall there was à greater Equality 
between the two Sexes.” | However this 
be, tis certainly no Atrogance'i in a Wo- 
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vice ſhe at any Time becomes oblig d to 
pay to a Man, is only a Buſineſs by the 
Bye, juſt as it may be any Man's Buſineſs 


and Duty to keep Hogs; he was not Made 


for this, but if he Hires himſelf out to 
ſuch an Employment, he ought conſci- 


entiouſſy to perform it. Nor can any 


thing be concluded to the contrary from 


St. Paul's Argument, 1 Cor. xi. for he 


argues only for Decency and Order, ac- 


cording to the preſent Cuſtom and State 


of Things: Taking his Words ſtrictly 


and literally, they prove too much, in 
that, Praying and Prophecying in the 


Church are allow'd the Women, pro- 
vided they do it with their Head cover'd 


as woll as the Men; and no Inequality 
can be inferr'd from hence, neither from 
the Gradation the Apoſtle there uſes, that 
the Head of every Man is Chriſt, and that 
the Head of the Woman is the Man, and 
the Head of Chriſt is Gop; it being evi- 
dent from the Form of Baptiſm, that 


there 1s no natural Inferiority among the 


Divine Perfons, but that they are in all 
* Coequal. The Apoſtle, indeed 
| ads, 


A P P EN D 1 * 
adds, that #he Man 3s the Ghry FTG, 
and the Woman the Glory of the Man, 
2 But what does he infer from dees 

He fays not 4 Word of Inequality, or 
natural Inferiority; but concludes, that 
a Woman ought to cover her Head, and 
a Man ought not to cover his, and that 
even "Nature it felf teaches us, that Fa 
Mun have long Hair it is a Shame unto 
him. Whatever the Apoſtle's Argu- 
ment proves in this Place, nothing can 
be plainer, than that there is much more 
faid againſt the preſent Faſhion of Mens 
wearing long Hair, than for that Supre- 
macy they lay claim to. For by all that 
appears in the Text, it is not ſo much a 
Law of Nature, that Women ſhould 
obey Men, as that Men ſhould not wear 
long Hair. Now how can a Chriſtian 
Nation allow Faſhions contrary to the 
Law of Nature, forbidden by an Apo- 
ſtle, and declared by him to be a Shame 
to Men? Or if Cuſtom may make an 
Alteration in one Caſe, it may in another, 
but what then becomes of the Nature 
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Concluſion. the Apoſtle” draws:: 


Argument concerning Women, \vi#.: that 
they ſhould: have Power on their Heads 


4 a 


becauſe of the | Angels, is ſo very obſcure 


a. Text, that that ingenious Paraphraſt, 
who pleads ſo much for the Natural 
Subj jefton of Women, . ingenuouſiy con- 
kate, that he does not underſtand it. 
Probably it refers to ſome Cuſtom among 
the Corinthians, | which being well 
Known to them, the Apoſtle only hint: 
at it, but ——_— we are ignorant of, and 
—— apt to miſtake him. Tis like, 


that the falſe Apoſtle whom St. Paul 


writes againſt, had ed Captive ſome. of 


their rich and powerful, but filly. Ho- 
men, Who having as mean an Opinion 


of the Reaſon God, had given them, as 


any. Decciver could defire,, did not, like 
the noble-minded Bereans, ſearch the 


 Seriptures whether. thoſe Things Were fo, 


but lazily took up with having Mens 


| Perſons i in admiration, and, follow d their 


Leaders blindfold, the cenain Rout to 


| Deſtruction. And it is alſo probable, 
a that the fame cunning, Seducer imploy'd 
-* BON I 5 | | thels 
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3 he of indecent Bebaviours in the . 


Church of Curintb. And therefore 
St; Paul thought it neceſſary to reprove 
them ſo ſeyexely, in order to humble 


| tem; but this being done, he takes care 


in the Concluſion to ſet the Matter on a 


Level, to keep. Men, as much as might 


right Foot, placing the two Sexes on a2 


be, from taking thoſe Advantages which 


people who have Strength in their Hands, 


are apt to aſſume over thoſe who can't 


contend with them. For, ſays he, Ne- 


vertheleſs, or notwithſtanding the for- 


mer Argument, the Man 5s not without 


the Woman, nor the Woman without the 


Man, but all Things of Gov. The Re- 


lation between the two Sexes is mutual, 
and the Dependance reciprocal, both of 
them depending intirely upon G op, and 


upon Him only; Which, one would N 


think, is no great Argument of the na- 
tural Inferiority of either Sex, 


"Our 
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ove Eine 5 'of J 


man Nature in general, and not peculiar 
to thofe to whom the Word of Go p has 
been reveab d, ought to be decided by 
Natural Reafon omy. And, that the 


_ Holy Scripture ffrould not be intereſted 


in the preſent Controverſy, in which it 
determines nothing, any more than it 
does between the Copernicum and Prulb- 
mean Sy tems. The Defign of thoſe 


Holy Books being to make us excellent 


Moralifts and perfe& Chriftians, not 
great Philoſophers; and being writ for 
the Vulgar as well as for the Learned, 
they are accommodated to the common 
way of Speech and the Uſage of the 
World ; in Which we have but a ſhort 
Probation, fo that it matters not much 
what Part we a@, whether of Govern- 
ing or Obeying, provided we perform it 
well with 92 to the World to come. 


Ox x does not Gender indeed, that 
when an Adverſary is drove to a Non- 
plus, 


he fs 10. Authority, pa to, Di 
vine, Which 12 infallible, and therefore 
ought. not to, be diſputed. But Seri pture 
is not ahyays, on their Side who. make 
Parade of, it, and through. their Skill i in 
Languages, aud the Tricks. of. the 
Schools, wreſt it from, its e Senſe 
to their r Inventions. And ſuppo. 
ſing, not t granting, that it were appa- 
rently to the Womens Diſadvantage, no 
fair and generous Adyerſary but would 
be aſham'd to urge, this AL 25 Be- 
cauſe W. 


are bet an, lenorance of the Ori iglaal, 


wanting. Languages and other Helps tv 
9 5 on the Sacred e of which, 


* 
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| tain; ; their. Hypotheſes, but by no means | 
their, Reverence to the Sacred. Oracles, 
who engage them in ſuch Diſputes. 
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. preſent Subject, and who, by ſaying, "3 
that the Refiettions were not agreeable 


ro Scripture, oblige the Reflector to ſhew, 
that thoſe who affirm it muſt either miſ- 
take her Meaning, or the Senſe of Holy 
Scripture, or both, if they think what 
they fay, and do not find fault meerly 


| becauſe they reſolve to do fo. For, had 
The ever writ any ching cofitrary to thoſe 
"acted Truths, ſhe would be the firſt in 


: W its "Conlemnatibni, 


Bur what ah the Holy Sh? 
Tr 8 of Women as in a State of Sub- 
jection, and ſo it does of the Jews and 
72 when under the Dominion of 


I 5 my 
4s # 


the Chaldeans and' Romans, Tequi! ring of 
the one as well as of the other, a quiet 


Submiſſion to them under whoſe Power 
"they liv'd.” But will any one fay, that 
"theſe had a Natural Superiority and Right 
to Dominion? chat they had a ſuperior 
Undertanding, or any Pre- eminence, 
© except what their greater Strength ac- 


* Or, that wy other were ſub- 


jecded 


A ? P E N DL x. 
jected to their Adverſaries for any other 
Reaſon but the Puniſhment of their Sine, 
and, in order to their Reformation? Or 


\ 


for the Exerciſe of their Vertue, and he- 


canſe the Order of the wan d and the, 
Good CNT N CK: ni 2044 0 


DOR, Mankind had 3 Sin'd, 1 


4 always have been obeyed, there 


would have been no Struggle for Domi- 


nion, and Brutal Power would not have 
prervaibd. But in the lapſed State of 
Mankind, aud now, that Men will not 
be guided hy cheir Reaſon but by their 
Appetites, and do not what they ought 
but what) they can, the Reaſon, or that 


ſure of the Governor, is to be the Reaſon 


of thoſe who will not be guided by their 
dure ad muſt take Place. for Order's 


Ae Nan. Me * 
any Society great or little, from Em- 


pires down to private Families, without 


a laſt Reſort, to determine the Affaire of 
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that, Society by an irreſiſtable Sentence. 


Now unleſs this Supremacy be fix d 


ſomewhere, there will be a: perpetual 


Contention about it, ſuch is the Love of 
Dominion, and let the Reaſon of Things 


be what it may, thoſe who have leaſt 
Force or Cunning to ſupply it, will have 
the Diſadvantage.” So that ſince Women 
are acknowledged to have leaſt Bodily 
Strength, their being commanded to 
Obey is in pure K indneſs to them, and 
for their Quiet and Security, as well as 
for the Exerciſe of their Vertue. But 
does it follow, that Domeſtick- Gover- 
nors have more Senſe than their Subjects, 


any more than that other Governors 


have? We do not find that any Man 
thinks the worſe of his own Underſtand- 
ing, becauſe another has ſuperior Power; 
or concludes himſelf 'leſs' capable. of a 


Poſt of Honour and Authority, becauſt 
de is not preſer' d to it. How much 


Time would lie on Mens Hands, how 
empty would the Places of Concourſe 


** 
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aw” forhear to oenſure their Governors, high 
that is, in effect, to think themſelves 
wiſer. Indeed, Government would be 
much more deſirable than it is, did it in- 
veſt the Poſſeſſor with a ſuperior Under- 
ſtanding as well as Power. And if meer 
Power gives a Right to Rule, there can 
be no ſuch Thing as Uſurpation; but a 
Highway Man, ſo long as he has Strength 
to force, has alſo a HO to „ ne 
ans ca88 55 1 


* 


Ae n if abſolute Shak; be 
not neceſſary in a State, how comes it 
to be ſo in a Family? Or if in a Family 
why not in à State; ſince no Reaſon 

can be alledged for the one that will not 
hold more ſtrongly for the other? If the 

Authority of the Husband, ſo far as it 

extends, is ſacred and inalienable, why 

not that of the Prince? The Domeſtick. 

Sovereign is without Diſpute elected, and 
the Stipulations and Contract are mutual; — 
is it not then partial in Men to the laſt | | 
. to contend for, and practiſe 

L 885 + that 
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that Arbitrary Dominion in their Fami- 
lies, which they abhor and exclaim 
againft in the State? For if Arbitrary - 
Power is evil in it ſelf, and an improper 
Method of Governing Rational and Free 
Agents, it ought not to be practis d any 
where; nor is it leſs, but rather more 
miſchievous in Families than in King- 


doms, by how much 10, oe FTyrants 


are worſe than one. What though a 
Husband can't deprive a Wife: of Life 
without being reſponſible to the Law, . he 
may, howeyer, do what is much more 
grievous to a generous Mind, render Life 
miſerable, for which ſhe has no Redreſi, 


ſearee Pity, which is afforded to every 


other Complainant, it being thought a 


Wife's Duty to ſuffer every thing with- 
out Complaint. If all: Men are born 
Free, how is it that all Women are born 
Slaves? As they muſt be, if the bog 

ſubjected to the inconſfant, uncertain, un- 
known, arbitrary Will of Men, be the 
perfeli Condition of Slavery? And, if the 
yo of F reedom _— as gur Ma- 
ſters 


APPENDIX. - a 
ſters ſay it does, in having a ſtanding 
Rule to live by And why. is Slavery ſo 
much condemn'd and ſtrove againſt in 
one Caſe, and ſo highly applauded, and . 
held © oor and Ls ſacred 1 in an- = 
other? n "I 1 


* bigs 4 - A of 
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110 1 that 1 told Eve es 
te Fall, that her Hucband ſbould Rule 
over ber And ſo it is, that he told Eſau 1 
by the Mouth of Iſaac his Father, that 
he ſhould /erpe. his younger Brother, and. 
ſhould in Time, and when he was ſtrong 
enough to do it, break the Toke from of 
his Neck. Now, "why one Text ſhould 
be a Command any more than the other, 5M 
and not both of them be Predictions on? 1 
ly; or why the former ſhould prove 
Adam's Natural Right to Rule, and 
much leſs. every Man's, any more than ay | 
the latter is a Proof of Jacob's Right to 
Rule, and of Eſau's to Rebel, one is yet 
to learn? The Text in both Caſes fore- 
telling what would be; but neither * . 


them e what ought to be. 
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rend, 


8. UT the Scripture commilinds Wives 
to 2 themfelots to their” own IH N 
bands.” True; for which st. Paul giv gives 
a Myſtical Reaſbn (Eph. V. 22, Sc.) 
and St. Peter, a Prudential and Charita- 
ble one (1 Pet. iii.) but neither of them 


7 * 
1 


derive that Subjection from the Law of 
Nature. Nay, St. Paul, as if he fore- 


faw and meant to prevent this Plea, giv- 
ing Directions for their Conduct to Wo- 


| men in general, 1 77m. ii. when he comes 


to ſpeak of Subjetti on, he changes his 
Phraſe from Women, which denotes the 
whole Sex, to Woman, which in the 


a ew | Teſtament i " appropeliien to 2 
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As for his not ſufferin ng Women t to 


peak in the Church, no Taber Perſon 
that T know of pretends to 9 "That 


learned Paraphraſt, indeed, who lays 


O much'$trefs on the Natural Subjeftion, 


provided this Prerogatiye 'be ſecur d, in 
8 to give * the other. For he 
' endes 


Arn 
1 avours to prove, that OA Wo- 
men, as well as Men, us us d to ſpeak. in ; 
the Church: and that St. Paul does not 
forbid it, Vie only takes care that the 
Wonien mould flgnify their Subjeftion 
by wearing a Veil. But the Apoſtle is 
ky own beſt Expoſitor, let us. therefore 
compare his Precepts ith! his Practice, 
for he was all of a Piece, and did not 
TCogtradict himſelf,” Now by this' Come © 
Nane we find, "that though he forbids 
omen to teach in the Church, and this 
for ſeveral Prudential Reaſdns, lte thoſe 
he introduces with an [give my Opinion, 
and now ſpeak I, not the Lord, and not 
becauſe of any Law of N ature, or poſi- 
tive Diyine Precept, for that the Words | 
they, are commanded. (x cur. xiv. 24.) are 
in the Original, appears from the 
Jeb > Character, yet he did nat found 
this Prohibition on any ſup ppos' 'd want of 
Underſtanding i in Woman, or of Ability f 
to teach; neither does he confine them 
at all Times to learn in & lence. For the 
_ * who was himſelf a 
- - Trlcrceacher, 
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Teacher, was inſtructed by Pr; i cilla, ar 
well as by, her Husband Apuila, and was 
improy? d by them both in the Chriſtian 
Faith. . Nor does St. Paul blame her, for 
this, or ſuppoſe that ſhe, gſurpd Aut bo- 
rity over that great Man ; ſo far from 


this, that as ſhe is always honourably 


mentjon'd - in Holy, Scripture, ſo our 
| Apoſtle, in his Salutations, Rom, xvi. 
places her i in the Front, even before her 
Husband, giving to her, as well as to 
him, the Noble Title cf, his Helper in 
Chrift Feſus, and of one to whom all 
the Churches of the Gentiles had | 
pM: Xt OBE \ "Re up 


Bor, it vill = fad picks, iet i in 
17m. i. 13, Sc. St. Paul argues for 
the Woman's Subjection from the Rea- 
80 of Things. To this 1 anſwer, that 
it muſt be confeſs'd, that this ( accord- 
ing to the yulgar Interpretation) is a 
very obſcure Place, and I ſhould be glad 
to ſee a Natural, and not a Forc'd In- 
ter e given of 1 it. 2 thoſe who 

3 take 
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take it Literally : 700 ener if it Ii taken 
Allegorically, with reſpect to the Myſti- 
cal Union between Chriſt and his Church, 
to which St. Pau} frequently accommo- 
dates the Matrimonial Relation, the Dif- 
ficulties vaniſh. For the Earthly Adams 
being form d before Eve, ſeems as little 
ta prove her Natural Subjection to him, 
as the living Creatures, Fiſhes, Birds 
and Beaſts: being form d before them 
both, proyes that Mankind muſt be ſab- 
ject to theſe. Animals. Nor can the 
Apoſtle mean that Eve only ſinned; 5 or 
that ſhe only was Deceiv'd, for if Adam 

ſinn'd - wilfully and knowingly, he be- 
came the greater Tranſgreffor, But it 
is very true, that the Second Adam, the 
Man Chriſt Jeſus, was frft form d, and | 

then his Spouſe. the Church. He was 

not in any reſpect Deceiv'd, nor does 
the pretend to Infallibility. And from 
this. ſecond Alam, promis'd to Eve in 
the Day of < our firſt Parents Tranſgreſ, 
fion, and from Him only, do all their 
Racks Men as "well as Nee derive : 
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their ae of Sal vation. Nor is it pro- 
mis'd" to either Sex on any other Terms 
beſides Perſeverance in K choriꝶ, 
Holi ineſs 5 and Sobriety. | THEO 


tx e Leden 11 ne lids of thi 


| friterpihegtitin, I know not how to con- 


tend with them. For Senſe is a Portion 


that Gop Himſelf has been pleaſed to 


diftribute to both Sexes with an impar- 
tial Hand, but Learning is what Men 
have engroſs'd to themſelves, and one 
can't but admire their great Improve- 


ments! For, after doubting whether 


there. was ſuch a Thing as Truth, and 
aſter many hundred Vears Diſputes about 
it, in the laſt Century an extraordinary 


Genius aroſe, (whom yet, ſome are 


pleaſed to call a Viſionary) enquir'd 
after it, and laid down the beſt Method 
of finding | it. Not to the general Li- 
king of the Men of Letters, perhaps, 
becauſe it was wrote in a vulgar Lan- 
guage, and was ſo natural and cafy as to 
debaſe Truth to common Underſtand- 
ings, ſhewing too plainly, that Learn- 

N ing 
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ing and true Knowledge are two very 


« pens (ſays that Author) that Women 


« and Children acknowledge the F alſe- 


457 
different Tbings. For it often hap- 


« hood of thoſe Prejudices we contend 


with, becauſe they do not dare to 
judge without Examination, and they 
« bring all the Attention they are ca- 
« pable of to what they read. Where- 


as on the contrary, the Learned oon 


< tinue wedded to their own Opinions, 


<« becauſe they will not take the Trou- 
0 ble of examining what tents 5 


6 their an — 
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vented and taught long ago, and, / as 


Men grew better ad vis d, new modelled. 


So'that it is become a conſiderable, Piece 
of Learning to give an ur 
Riſe and Progreſs of e See nod 
of the various Opinions of Men concern 


ing them. But Certainty' and Demon- _ 


ſtration are much pretended} to in, this 


3 Ae, and being obtaim d i ia many 


Things, 
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Things, tis hoped Men will nevet Diſ- 
pute them away in that which | is of great« 

eft Importance, the Way of Salyation. 
And becauſe there is not any thing more 
certain than what is delivered in the 
Oracles of Gop, we come now to con- 
fidet "What Hy offer 1 in Favour 1 our 


Lux it be premis'd, (according to 
the Reaſoning of a very ingenious Per- 
ſon in a like Caſe) that one Text for us, 
is more to be regarded than many againſt 
us. Becauſe that One being different 
from what Cuſtom has eſtabliſhed, ought 
to be taken with Philoſophical Strictneſs; 
| | whereas the Many being expreſi'd ac- 
| | cording to the vulgar. Mode of Speech, 
ought to have no greater'Streſs laid on 
them, than that evident Condeſcenſion 
will bear. One Place then were ſuffi- 
cient, but we have many Inſtances 
wherein Holy Scripture conſiders Wo- 
men very differently from what they ap- 
pear in the common Prejudices of Man- 


„ ES, 6, 20D. AORY 


CCC — 


Abb Ens 


Tux World will hardly a a 


Woman to ſay any thing well, unleſs, 


ad ſhe bortows it from Men, or as aſſiſt- 
ed by them: But Go Himſelf allows 


that the Daughters of Zelophehad pale 
right, and paſſes their Requeſt into a 


Law. Conſidering how much the 'Ty- 
ranny, ſhall I ſay, or the ſuperior Force 
of Men, keeps Women from Acting in 
the World, or doing any thing conſider- 
able, and remembring withal the Con- 
ciſeneſs of the Sacred Story, no ſmall 
part of it is beſtov /d in tranſmitting the 


Hiſtory of Women, famous in their Ge- 


nerations: To of the Canonical Books, 
bearing the Names of thoſe great Wo- 
men whoſe. Vertues and Actions are then 


recorded. Ruth being call d from among 


the Gentiles to be an Anceſtor of the 
Meſſiah, and Eſther being rais'd up by 


Go to be the great Inſtrument of the 
Deliyerance and ne of n ee | 
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, 1 HE Character of Laas, though one 
of che moſt blameleſi Men taken Notige 


| of in the Old Teſtament, muſt give 


Favourite Son being the ſame who was 


Place to Rebecca's, whoſe Affections are 
more reaſonabiy plac d than his, her 


Gov's Favourite. Nor wus the Bleſſing 
beſtow ed according to his, but to her 
Deſire ; ſo that if you will not allow, 
that her Command to Jacob ſuperſeded 
Jaacs to Efau, his Deſire to give the 
Bleſſing to this Son, being evidently an 


Etfect of his Partiality; you muſt. at 


leaſt grant, that the, paid greater Defe- 
rence to · the Divine Revelation, and for 
this Reaſon, at leaſt, had a Right to 
oppoſe her Husband's Deſign; which, 
it ſeems, 1/aac was ſenſible of, when 


upon his Difappointment, he tremblean / 


exceedingly.” And ſo much Notice is ta- 
ken even of Reæbecrus Nurſe, that we 
Have an Account | where ſhe i a 
where ſhe was buried. "to 


3 OD. is e to Record it : 
His Favours to the ingrateful ewa, that 


He ſent before them His Servants Mo/es, 


Aaron, and Mix IAM; who, was alſo a 


Propheteſs, and inſtructed the Women 


how to bear their Part with Moſes 1 in his 
Triumphal Hymn. 1s ſhe to be blam'd 
for her Ambition? And is not the High 


Prieſt Auron alſo, who has his Share 
in in the Reproof as well as in the Crime? 
nor could ſhe have mov d Sedition if ſhe 
had not. been a conſiderable Perſon, 
which appears alſo by the Reſpe@ the 


People paid her, in deferring their Jour- 


ney till ſhe was ready. 


Wu ſhall we find a nobler Piece 
of Poetry than Deborabhs Song? Or a 


better and greater Ruler than that re- 


nowned Woman, whoſe Government fo 


much excell'd that of the former Judges? 
And though ſhe had a Husband, ſhe her 


ſelf judged J/ael, and conſequently was 
his Soyereign, of whom we know no 


=. more 
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more than the Name. Which Inſtance, 
as 1 humbly ſuppoſe, overthrows the 
Pretence of Natural Inferiority. For it 
is not the bare Relation of '# Fact, by 
which none ought to be concluded, un- 


leſs it is conformable to a Rule, and to 


the Reaſon of Things: But Deborub's 
Government was conferr'd on her by Gop 


Himſelf. Conſequently the Sovereignty 


of a Woman is not contrary to the Law 
of Nature; for the Law of Nature is 
the Law of Gop, who cannot contra- 


did Himſelf; and yet it was God who 


inſpir'd and approv'd that great Woman, 


railing her up to Judge 30 to Deliver 
His "REF Iſrael. © as 9; SY 


N or to bo on i the Courage of that 
valiant Woman, who deliver'd "Thebez 
by {laying the Aſſailant; nor upon the 
Preference which God thought fit to 


give to Sampſow s Mother, in ſending the 


Angel to her, and not to her Husband, 
whoſe vulgar Fear ſhe ſo prudently an- 
ſwer d, as plainly news her ſuperior 

Under- 


AT NIN. | 
{nds Jo paſs over Abigait's 
wiſe Conduct, whereby ſhe preſerv d 
her Family and deſerved. David's Ac- 
knowledgments, for reſtraining him from 
doing a raſh and unjuſtifiable Action; 
the Holy Penman giving her the Cha- 
racer of a Woman of good Underſtanding; 
whilſt, her Husband has that of a Chur- 
liſh- and Fooliſh Perſon, and a Son of 
Belial To ſay nothing of the wiſe Mo- 
man (as the Text calls her) of Tekoah; 
or of her of Mel, who has the ſame Epi- 
thet, and who by her Prudence deli- 
vered the City and appeas'd a dangerous 
Rebellion: Nor of the Queen of Sheba, 
whoſe Journey to hear the Wiſdom of 
Solomon, ſhews her own good Judgment 
and great Share in that excellent Endow- 
ment. Solomon does not think himſelf 
too wiſe to be inſtructed by his Mother, 
nor too great to record her Leſſons, 
which, if he had followed, he might 
have ſpared the Trouble of Repentance, 
and been delivered from a great deal of 
that « Vanity he ſo deeply regrets. 1. + 
F i WHAT 


164 


APPENDIX. 


Wuar Reaſon can be affign! why ; 


the Mothers of the Kings of Judah, are 


ſo frequently noted in thoſe very ſhort 
Accounts that are given of their Reigns, 


but the great Reſpe& paid them, or 


perhaps their Influence on the Govern- 


ment, and Share in the Adminiſtration ? 


This is not improbable, ſince the wie- 


ked At haliab had Power to carry on her 


Intrigues ſo far as to get Poſſeſſion of the 


Throne, and to keep it for ſome Years. 


Neither was there any Neceſſity for 4/a's 
removing his Mother (or Grandmother) 


from being Queen, if this were merely 


Titular, and did not carry Power and 
Authority along with it. And we find 


what Influence Jegabel had in rael, in- 


deed to her Husband's and her own De- 


ä ſtruction. 


Ir was a Widow-Woman whom Gop 


made choice of to ſuſtain his Prophet 
Elijah at Zarephah. And the Hiſtory | 


of the Shanamite is a noble Inſtance of 


the Account that is made of Women 1n 
Holy 
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Holy Scripture. For whether it was not 
the Cuſtom in Shunem for the Husband 
to dictate, or whether her's was con- 
ſcious of her ſuperior Vertue, or what- 
ever was the Reaſon, we find it is ſhe 
who governs, dwelling with great Ho- 
nour and Satisfaction among her own Peo- 
ple. Which Happineſs. ſhe underftood 
ſo well, and was fo far from a trouble- 
ſome Ambition, that ſhe deſires no Re- 
_ commendation to the King or Captain of 
the Hoſt, when the Prophet offer'd it, 
being already greater than they could 
make her. The Text calls her a Great 


Woman, whilſt her Husband is hardly 


taken Notice of, and this, no other- 
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wiſe, than as performing the Office of a 


Bailiff It is her Piety and Hoſpitality 


that are Recorded, She invites the Pro- 


phet to her Houſe ; who converſes with, 
and is entertained by her. She gives 
her Husband no Account of her Affairs 
any further, than to tell him her Deſigns, 
that he may ſee them executed. And 
when he deſires to know the Reaſon of 
| | M 3 her 
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her Conduct, all the Anſwer the affords 


1 Well, or, as the Margin has it from 5 


claim their juſt N. 5 The A poſtle, 


the Hebrew, Peace.” Nor can this be 
thought aſſuming, fince it is no more 
than what the Prophet encourages, for 
all his Addreſſes are to her, he takes no 
Notice of her Husband. His Benefits are 


conferr'd on ber, *tis ſhe and her Houſe- 


hold whom he warns of a Famine, and 
tis ſhe who Appeals to the King for the 
Reftitution of her Honſe and Land. 1 
would not infer from hence, that Wo- 
men, generally ſpeaking, ought to go- 
vern in their Families when they have 
a Husband; but I think this Inſtance 
and Example is a ſufficient Proof, that 
if by Cuſtom or Contract, or the Laws 
of the Country, or Birth-right, (as in 
the Caſe of Sovereign Princeſſes) they 
have the ſupreme Authority, it is no 
U ſurpation, nor do they act contrary to 
Holy Scripture, nor conſequently to 


the Law of Nature. For they are no 


where, that I know of, forbidden to 


tis 
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tis true, would not haye them _ w/arp 
Authority, here Cuſtom and the Law 
of the ſtrongeſt had brought them inte 
Subjection, as it has in theſe Parts of the | 
World. i Though in. remoter . Regions, 
if Travellers rightly inform, us, the Suc- 
ceſſion to the Crown, is mid on the 
Female Line. c 
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31 
60 Himſelf, ok is. 90 uw Reſpelter of 
Fs ae with whom there. is neither Bond 
nor Free, Male nor Female, but they are 
all one in Chriſt Feſus, did not deny 
Women that Divine Giſt the Spirit of 
Prophecy, neither under the Feiſſh nor 
Chriſtian Diſpenſation. We have nam d 
two great Propheteſſes already, Miriam 
and Deborah; and beſides other Inſtan- 
ces, Huldabh the Propheteſs, was ſuch an 
Oracle, that the good King Joſiah, that : 
great Pattern of Vertue, ſends eyen the , 
High Prieſt himſelf to conſult her, and 
to receive Directions from her in the 
moſt arduous Affairs. It ſhall come to 
#4/5, faith the Lord, that I will pour out 
3 M 4 my 
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my Spirit upon all Fleſh, and your Sons and 


ed in the New Te, whoſe humble 


your Daughters ſhall Propheſy, which 
was accordingly fulfill'd by the Miffion 
of the Holy Ghoſt on the Day of Pente- 
coft, as St. Peter tells us. And, beſides 
others, there is mention of four Daugh- 
ters of Philip, Virgins, who did Propheſy. 
For, as in the Old, ſo in the New Tefta- 
ment, Women make a conſiderable Fi- 
gure; the Holy Virgin receiving the 
greateſt Honour that Human Nature is 
capable of, when the Son of Gop vouch. 


ſafed to be her Son, and to derive his 


Humanity from her only. And if it is 
a greater Bleſſing to hear the Word of 
Goo and keep it, who are more conſider- 


able for their Aſſiduity in this, than the 


Female Diſciples of our Lox D? Mary 
being Exemplary, and receiving a-noble 
Encomium from Him, for her Choice of 
the better Part. — 


Ir would be thought tedious to enu- 
merate all the excellent Women mention- 


Penitence 


Penitence and ardent Love, as Magda- 


/ 
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ens; their lively Faith and holy Impor- 
tunity, as the Syrophenician's ;  extraor- 


beth's; Hoſpitality, Charity and  Dili- 


dinary Piety and Uprightneſs, as Eljza- 


gence, as Martha's, Tabitha's, &c. (ſee 


St. Lukeviii.) ; frequent and aſſiduous De- 
votions and Auſterities, as Annas; Con- 
ſtancy and Courage, Perſeverance. and 
ardent 'Zeal, as that of the Holy Wo- 
men who attended our LoRD to His 
Croſs, when His Diſciples generally for- 
ſook, and the moſt Courageous had de- 
nied Him; are Recorded for our Exam- 


ple. Their Love was ſtronger than 


Death, it followed our Saviour into the 
Grave. And, as a Reward, both the 
Angel, and even the LORD Himſelf, 
appears firſt to them, and ſends them to 
preach the great Article of the Reſur- 
rection to the very Apoſtles, who being, 


as yet, under the Power of the Prejudices 


of their Sex, eſteem d the Holy Wo- 
mens Mords as idle Tales, and believed them 
not. Ts 2s 8A | | 


SOME 
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Sole! Men will bort ins wa tha 
Reaſon of our LoxD's appearing firſt 


to the Women, was, their being leaſt 


able to keep a Secret; a witty and maſ- 
culine Remark, and wonderfully Reye- 
rent ! But not to difpute whether thoſe 
Women were Blabs or no, there are many 
Inſtances in Holy Scripture, of Women 


who did not betray the Confidence re- 


bis Word, She acknowledges the God of 


Genealogy. Michal, to ſave: David's | 
Life, expoſes her ſelf to the Fury of a 
Jealous and Tyrannical Prince, A Girl 
was truſted by David's grave Counſel- 


is, with her Family, exempted from the 


pos'd in them. Thus Rahab, though 
formerly an ill Woman, being converted 
by the Report of thoſe Miracles, which, 
though the Mraelites ſau, yet they be- 
lieved not in Go b, nor put their Tru in 


Heaven, and, as a Reward of her faith- 
ful Service, in concealing” Foſbua's Spies, 


Ruin of her Country, and alſo, has the 
Honour of being named in the Meſſtah's 


lors 
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lors to convey him Intelligence in his 


Son's Rebellion; and when a Lad had 
found it out, and blab'd it to Ab/alom, 


the King's Friends confiding | in the Pru- 


dence and Fid elity of a Woman, 5 were 
ſecur d by her. When our Lo R b eſca- 


ped from the Feows, he truſted Himſelf | 
in the Hands of Martha and Mary. So 
does St, Peter with another Mary, when - 


the Angel deliyer'd him from Herod, the 
Damſel Rhoda too, was acquainted with 
the Secret. More might be ſaid, but one 
would think here is enough to ſhew, 


that whatever other great and wiſe Rea- 


ſons Men may have for deſpiſing Wo- 
men, and keeping them in Ignorance 
and Slavery, it can't be from their having 


learnt to do fo i in Holy Scripture. The 
Bible is for, and not againſt us, and can- 


not without great Violence done to it, 
be urg 'd to our Prejudice. 


HowEveR, there are ſtrong and 


prevalent Reaſons which demonſtrate the 


Superiority and Pre-eminence of the Men. 


For 
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For in the firſt Place, Boys have much 
Time and Pains, Care and Coft beſtow'd 
on their Education, Girls have little or 
none. The former are early initiated in 
the Sciences, are made acquainted with 
antient and modern Diſcoveries, they 


ſtudy Books and Men, have all imagi- 


nable Encouragement; not only Fame, 
a dry Reward now a-days, but alſo 
Title, Authority, Power, and Riches 
themſelves, which purchaſe all Things, 
are the Reward of their Improvement, | 
The latter are reftrain'd, frown'd upon, 
and beat, not for, but from the Muſes ; | 
Laughter and Ridicule, that neyer-fail- 
ing Scare-Crow, is ſet up to drive them 
from the Tree of Knowledge. But if, 
in ſpite of all Difficulties Nature preyails, 
and they can't be kept ſo ignorant as 
their Maſters would haye them, they arc 
ſtar d upon as Monſters, cenſur d, en- 
vied, and every way diſcouraged, or, at 
the beſt, they have the Fate the Pro- 
verb aſſigns them, Yertue is praisd and | 
ftarv'd. And therefore, ſince the coarſeſt M 
7 Mas | 
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Materials need the moſt Curing, as 
every Workman can inform you, and 


the worſt Ground the moſt elaborate Cul- 
ture, it undeniably follows, that Mens 


Underſtandings are ſuperior to Womens, 
for, aſter many Years Study and Expe- 
rience, they become wiſe and learned, 
and Women en I RP” 


Ac Alx, Men ue poſſeſſed of all 
Places of Power, Truſt and Profit, they 


make Laws and exerciſe the Magiſtracy, 
not only the ſharpeſt Sword, but even 
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all the Swords and Blunderbuſſes are 


theirs, which by the ſtrongeſt Logick in 


the World, gives them the beſt Title to 


every Thing they pleaſe to claim as their 
Prerogative: Who ſhall contend with 
them? Immemorial Preſcription is on 
their Side in theſe Parts of the World, 


Our Fathers, have all along, both taught 


and practiſed Superiority over the weaker 


Sex, and. conſequently Women are by 


monſtrated. 


antient Tradition and modern Uſage! 


Nature inferior to Men, as was to be de- 


oy 4 > 1 
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monſtrated. An Argument which muſt 


be acknowledged unanſwerable; for, as 
f well as 1 love my Sex, Iwill not pretend 


a * to fr en „ 


Onry let me W to 


whom we poor Fatherleſs Maids, and 


Widows who have loſt their Maſters, 
owe Subjection? It can't be to all Men 
in general, unleſs all Men were agreed 
to give the ſame Commands; Do we 
then fall as Strays, to the firſt who finds 
us? By the Maxims of ſome Men, and 
the Conduct of ſome Women one would 
think ſo. But whoeyer he be that thus 
happens to become our Maſter, if he al- 
lows us to be reaſonable Creatures, and 


does not meetly Compliment us with 


that Title, fince no Man denies our Rea- 
dineſs to uſe our Tongues, it would 
tend, I ſhould think, to out Maſter's 
Advantage, and therefore he may pleaſe 
to be adyis'd to teach us to improye our 
Reaſon. But if Reaſon is only allow'd | 
us A way of Raillery, and the ſecret 

: Maxim 
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Maxim is, that we have none, or little 


more than Brutes, tis the beſt way to 


confine us with Chain and Block to the 
Chimney-Corner, which, probably, might 


ſave the Eſtates of . Families and 
as Honour of — 


01 PO not 1 this to en 6 
Rebellion, for Women are not ſo well 
united as to form an Inſurrection. They 
are for the moſt part wiſe enough to love 

their Chains, and to diſcern how very 
becomingly they ſit. They think as 


humbly of themſelves as their Maſters 
can wiſh, with reſpect to the other Sex, 


but in regard to their own, they have a 
Spice of Maſculine Ambition; every one 
would Lead, and none would Follow. 
Both Sexes being too apt to Envy, and 


too backward in Emulating, and take 
more Delight in detracting from their 


| Neighbour's Vertue, than in improving 
their own. And therefore, as to thoſe 


Women who find themſelves born for - 


8 and are io ſenſible of their own 


2 Mean- 
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APPENDIY. 
Meanneſs, as to conclude it impoſſible ts 
attain to any thing excellent, ſince they 
are, or ought to be beſt acquainted with 
their own Strength and Genius, She's a 


Fool who would attempt their Delive- 


rance or Improvement. No, let them 
enjoy the great Honour and Felicity of 
their tame, ſubmiſſive and depending 
Temper! Let the Men applaud, and let 


them glory in this wonderful Humility ! 


Let them receive the Flatterics and Gri- 


maces of the other Sex, live unenvied by 
their own, and be as much belov'd as 
one ſuch Woman can afford to love an- 
other! Let them enjoy the Glory of 
treading in the Footſteps of their Prede- 


ceſſors, and of having the Prudence to 


avoid that audacious Attempt of ſoaring 
beyond their Sphere! Let them Huſ- 
wife or Play, Dreſs, and be pretty en- 


tertaining Company ! Or, which is bet- 


ter, relieve the Poor to eaſe their own 
Compaſſions, read pious Books, ſay their 
Prayers, and go to Church, becauſe they | 


haye been taught and us'd to do fo, 
without 


APPENDIX. 
without being, able to give a better Rea- 


fon for their Faith and Practice! Let 


them not by any means aſpire at being 
Women of . Underſtanding, becauſe no 
Man ,can. endure a Woman of Superior 
Senſe, or would treat a reaſonable Wo- 
man. ciyilly, but that he thinks he ſtands 
on higher Ground, and, that ſhe is ſo 
wiſe as to make Exceptions in his Fa- 
your, and to take her Meaſures by his 
Directions; they may pretend to Senſe, 
indeed, fince meer Pretences only render 
one the more ridiculous ! Let them, in 


17 


ſhort, be what is call'd very Women, 


ſor this is moſt acceptable to all ſorts of 
Men; or let them aim at the Title of 
good devout Women, ſince ſome Men can 
bear with this; but let them not judge 
of the Sex by their own Scantling: For 
the great Author of Nature and Foun- 
tain of all Perfection, never deſign d 
that the Mean and lmperfed, but that 
the moſt Compleat and Excellent of His 


Creatures in every Kind, ſhould be the 
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To conclude; 11 that Gar Quxxx 
who has ſubdued the Proud, and made 
the pretended Invincible more than once 
fly before her; who has Reſcued an Em- 
pire, Reduced a Kingdom, Conquer'd 
Provinces in as little Time almoſt as one 
can Travel them, and ſeems to have 
chain'd Victory to her Standard; who 
diſpoſes of Crowns, gives Laws and 
Liberty to Europe, and is the chief In- 
ſtrument in the Hand of the Almighty, 
to pull down and to ſet up the great 
Men of the Earth; who conquers every 


| where for others, and no where for her 
ſelf but in the Hearts of the Conquer d, 


who are of the Number of thoſe who 


. . reap the Benefit of her Triumphs; whilſt 


ſhe only reaps fr her ſelf the Lawrels 
of diſintereſted Glory, and the Royal 
Pleaſure of doing Heroically ; if this 
Glory of her own Sex, and Enyy of 
the other, will not think we need, or | 
does not hold us worthy of, the Pro- 
tection of her ever victorious Arms, and 
Fa „ 


* 


APPENDIX. 
Men have not the Gratitude, for herſake 
at leaft, to do Juſtice to her Sex, who 
has been ſuch a univerſal BenefaQreſs to 
theirs: Adieu to the Liberties, not of 
' this or that Nation or Region only, but 
of the Moiety of Mankind! To all the . 
great Things that Women might per- ; 
form, inſpir'd by her Example, encou- | 
_ raged by her Smiles, and ſupported by 
her Power! To their Diſcovery of new 
Worlds for the Exerciſe of her Good- 
neſs, new Sciences to publiſh her Fame, 
and reducing Nature it ſelf to a Sub- 
jection to her Empire! To their deſtroy- 
ing thoſe worſt of Tyrants Impiety and 
Immorality, which dare to ſtalk about 
even in her own Dominions, and to de- 
your Souls almoſt within View of her 
Throne, leaving a Stench behind them 
ſcarce to be corrected even by the In- 
| cenſe of her Deyotions ! To the Wo- 
men's tracing a new Path to Honour, 
in which none ſhall walk but ſuch as 
ſcorn to Cringe in order to Riſe, and 
1 who are Proof both againſt giving and 
OD receiving 
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receiving Flattery! In a Word, to thoſe 
Halcyon, or, if you will, Millenium 
Days, in which the Wolf and the Lamb 


Domination, which Nature never meant, 
ſhall no longer render uſeleſs, if not 
hurtful, the Induſtry and Underſtand- 
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